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The Travel Diaries of Robert Pitcairn WS 
Introduction 


Robert Pitcairn WS (1793-1855) was at the heart of Scottish cultural life in the final years of 
the Scottish Enlightenment. He was a friend of Sir Walter Scott, a member of the Society of 
Antiquaries in Scotland, and part of the group around James Maidment in the Bannatyne 
Club and other intellectual societies that led the editing and reprinting of countless key 
Scottish historical works. For much of his career he acted as assistant to Thomas Thomson, 
the Deputy Clerk Register at Register House, the home of Scotland's national archives. This 
was not always a happy arrangement, with Pitcairn at one stage involved in a complaint to 
the Commissioners on the Public Records as to promises made him about pay and 
remuneration. From 1853 he was one of four official searchers of the national records for 
incumbrances. 


This pair of volumes tells the story of Pitcairn’s midlife journey across central Europe and 
dates from the height of his career as an author, lawyer and historian. His travels began in 
July 1832 with an eye-witness account of Belgium amid its war of liberation against the 
Netherlands, a conflict that would end with the declaration of Belgian independence in 1839. 
The journey would take Pitcairn through France, parts of what is now Germany, 
Switzerland and as far as the Savoy in the Western Alps. 


It is not known whether Pitcairn intended the diaries for publication, and this is their first 
appearance in any published form. He was already a published historian, and 1833 would 
see the appearance of his greatest work, Criminal Trials in Scotland from 1588 to 1624 which 
appeared under the aegis of the Bannatyne Club and which inspired Sir Walter Scott's 
Ayrshire Tragedy. It is still considered a useful and significant source today. 


Pitcairn is no Boswell, but he is an interested and observant traveller who makes considered 
and generous comment on everything he sees and is prepared to take pleasure - for the most 
part, at least - in what he experiences: the Europe he passes through has since been radically 
reshaped and reordered by conflict and social change and his accountis a valuable one. 
Above all, this is a Europe before the coming of modern industry and the railway: it is still 
very much a Georgian Europe in that sense and one that Pitcairn experiences at a pre- 
industrial pace and with pre-industrial attitudes. 


Following Pitcairn's marriage in 1839 to Hester (who would die in 1903 having seen her 
100% birthday) Pitcairn would publish only once more - an edition of the diary of James 
Melvil in 1842. He collapsed and died suddenly in Elgin's bookshop on Edinburgh's York 
Place in July 1855. 
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Leith- } 1 July 24-27 


London 


Tuesday July 24th 1832 Sailed from 
Leith in the United Kingdom Steam 
Ship at 5 Y p.m. The largest vessel of 
the kind in Gt. Britain. Weather agree. 
-able, but as there had been a long 
course of East winds the grand swell 
was disagreeable. Many sick - George 
among the rest. Head-wind. Arrived 
at Greenwich between 10 & 11 p.m. on 
Thursdsay evening, took a boat ashore 
& drove to 25 Thavies Inn Holborn 
(Mrs Small's) where we knocked 

the servants out of bed to get supper 
$ rooms prepared for us, as we had 
omitted to write previously. 

Friday 27th Transacted our Bank 
business with Jones Lloyd Hay, from 
whom we got Cash and a letter of 


Credit on Messrs Gabriel Odieu [?] 
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London} (2) Jul. 27 


Bankers in Paris, dated 27 July, for 
£100 Stg, lest we shd. run out of 
money before reaching it, on our 
return from Italy. We purchased 
Herries Farquhar & Coy notes, which 
are payd. in almost every prinl. 

town in Europe - & being issued in the 
name of the traveller, can only be 
paid on his signature & exhibition 

of his passport &c. In case of acci- 
-dents, we took these Bills, payl. 

one half to myself & the other half 

to Geo., & carried British Gold for our 
earlier Expenditure in France & the 
Pays Bas, where Sovereigns bear a 
small premium. By the way, Geo's 
Bills dated 27 July run from nos. 

8094 to 8099 - my own from” 
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London} (3) Jul 27-28 


8100 to #8105. The last of these Nos. 

(#) were fpr £25 - the others £20 each. 

After arranging our Bank business, 

waited on the Howards &c - were 

too fatigued to go to the Theatres - 

where French, German, and Italian Complany] Filled 
the princl. houses, owing to the stagnant stile 

of the treasuries of Covent Garden & Drury Lane. 
Sat. 28 Got Dutch Passports to go 

to Rotterdam & pass thro' Holland, after some 
trouble, the French Ambassador having 

declined issuing Passports “pour vo- 

-ager”, unless the parties originally 

travelled thro' France. In the course 

of the day we discovered that there 

was a 14 days quarantine at Helvoet- 

-sluys, before being allowed to pass to 

Rotterdam therefore enrirely altered 

our plans - determining to pass thro' 

France to Belgium &c. The French 


Consul issued a passport for a 
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London} (4) Jul.28-29 
Calais | 


fee, long after the Ambassador's hours 

- who indeed requires a day's previous 
notice from all who apply for a passport 
from him. 

Sunday 29th Sailed from the Custom 
house stairs at [crossed out] 10 a.m. for 
Calais, by the Belfast Steamer - the most 
detestable ship on the passage - and reached 
our destination about midnight, after 

an extremely boisterous passage - all 

on board, saving the Seamen, & one or 
two old stagers, being mortally sick. 

It was equally amusing and annoying to 
see the bawling & skirmishing on landing 
for what with Police, porters, “barbers” 
for the numerous Inn, mobility &c 

the Tower of Babel confusion was 

nearly equalled - such jibbering must 

be awfully astounding to the nerves 


of female English Travellers, “who live 
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Calais; (5) July 29. 


“at home at ease”! Outside the barriers 

we were marched like felons with our 
baggage &c. to the Douane to be examined, 
taking our time, crushing é being crushed. 
At length we moved off to our 

Hotel (Luillac) a very comfortable 

shop, where we had brandy & water 

& biscuits, to recruit our amazed 

stomachs after the furious cascading 

to which they had been subjected, from 
nightfall till we landed. A very 

alarming case of Epilepsy occurred at 

the dinner table, which upset many 

of the passengers .. Geo. Paid the greatest 
attention to the gentn. A Wm. Burton 

a soly. of Lincoln's Inn Fields, who had 

a second relapse, was bled, éz aftds. 

took two other fits - Next morning 

he was so far better as to depart on 

his journey to Bruges but totally igno- 


-rant of what had occurred, excepting from the relation of others 
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Calais -Dunkirk.) 6. Jul.30-31 
Monday 30 July. Walked round the 
ramparts, fortifications &c saw the whole 
Town - and after having our Passports 
properly marked, departed by the Diligence 


for Dunkirk >25,000 inhabitants (Hotel de Flandres)< which we reached 
at 


6p.m. In time for the table d'hote 

(at the Hotel de Flandre a good Inn) 

where I saw the first specimen of 

French cookery, which I relished much. 
Inspected the town, harbour, fortifica- 

-tions &c. in the evening. We passed thro' Grave 
-lines a strongly fortified place - shewed passports &c. 
Tuesday 31st July Departed at 1⁄2 past 

4 in the morning by the canal boat 

(the “yacht”) 

for Bruges by Fournes &c. This was 

the most miserable day we had 

spent, as we were transferred from 

one boat to another, the most wretched 

of their kind we had ever seen, till 

we got to a large fortified place called 

Nieuport a position of consid. strength 


where we got into a better box, and 


Bruges} 7 July 31st 


had the cabin to ourselves - Dined on 
ox-tongue, bread & vin ordinaire. 

At Fournes our baggage was searched 
& our passports overhauled at sev'l 
stations. Crossed the Belgian frontier 
in the course of the day, where our 
papers were marked. To crown our 
happiness, it rained almost all day, 

& we had to sit below absorbed in 
silent sorrow careering at the rate 

of 3 or 4 miles per hour - but we 

lost but little, for the country was 

a dead flat, & in many places the 
banks of the canal from 12 to 20 

feet high! The towing -rope was at- 
-tached to the top of the mast, to 

give the horse purchase. Reached 
Bruges at 7 O'clock. 

Wed 1st August. On the preceeding 
Evening we saw all Bruges, with which 
we were highly satisfied. At 6a.m. We 


again started with a valet de place to 
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Bruges} 8 Aug. 1. 


see the Cathedral, pictures &c The hotel 

de Commerce to which we were recommended 
by Sir D. Cunninghame, is excellent. Left 

our cards for Sir D, - not yet returned 

from England. Last night saw on the 

street an exhibition of performing mon- 

-keys, the most diverting | ever wit- 

-nessed. This town is regularly & 

well built, has abundance of canals 


&c & the people well cloathed & healthy. 


Ghent} 

[crossed out] Left Bruges by 

diligence at 10 oClock >of Wed< for Gand or 
Ghent, reached Hotel de Pays Bas 

at 2 o'Ck in time for Table d'hote, 

Picture gallery shut - but saw all the 
Churches, paintings, monuments &c 

& walked over all the Town, which 

is well built and agreeable. The 

peasantry & town's folk good looking, 


the females wear a singularly 
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Ghent.} 9: Aug. 2. 


shaped black cloak, some folds of which 
pass over the head - & when at mass 


they are drawn forward over the face. 


Antwerp.} 

Thursday Aug, 2 Left Ghent 

at 9 O'Clock - waited fully 1⁄2 hour for 
diligence. After an agreeable ride, 
reached the water-side, & embarked 

in a small boat for Antwerp, which 

we made by 4 O'clk - This place being 
invested by the Dutch, who occupy the 
Citadel & heights, river Scheldt &c, 

we failed thro' their fleet of gun-boats, 
each carrying from 5 to 7 canon, 

well manned with seamen, marines, 
&c. Owing to the prevalence of Cholera &c we were 
the only English in the place, & on 
reaching one of the prin'l. military 
stations, the centinel on duty presented 
arms & saluted us in passing with 

our luggage! The whole city swarmed 


with military, civic guards &c 
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Antwerp.} (10) Aug. 2. 


and every thing wore the aspect of a 
besieged place, which indeed it is. The 
soldiery were in hourly expectation of a 
second bombardment, the Dutch fleet being 
at the mouth of the Scheldt, waiting orders 
from Holland. After dinner, hired a 

valet de place to see the Splendid and 
far-famed Cathedral - but unfortunately 
we cd. not see Ruben's celebrated Des- 
-cent from the Cross which were 

screened with large beams of wood 
standing out 10 or 12 feet from the wall. 
No citizens or strangers were allowed 

to ascend the spire, which is very high 

466 feet. The cathedral is 500 feet 

long & 240 in width. The paintings 

seem very fine & the ornaments very 
gorgeous. 84 Bells are in the steeple. 

The citadel & other Dutch forts 

bristle with cannons, double centi- 


-nels &c - and the Town & Belgian 
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Antwerp} (11) Aug. 2 


banks of the river are also very strong- 
-ly fortified. Stockades, cheveaux de 
Frise, & cannons defend all the streets, 
and deep trenches are cut for the 
protection of the artillery & soldiers 
who man the ramparts. All are on 

the alert - & we were informed that 
many inhabitants had left the place. 

A church, numerous barracks, stores, 
houses & streets were pointed out to us 
in total ruins by fire & bombard- 
-ment. In the line of the citadel 

all was prostrated - & many 

bullets remain in the walls of the 
houses. [illegible] descended thro' the 
roof of the cathedral. The preparation 
of the nature of bombs, artillery 

balls , shells &c cover the ramparts 

& military stations. We were told 

that during the last bombard- 

-ment the Belgians had hardly any 


warlike stores & trusted to 
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Antwerp] (12) Aug.2. 


English & French interference. The English 
are great favourites in Belgium, where 

we were very civilly used. 

By the way, no leave of absence is 

given to any military person. Next 

day King Leopold's brother, the D. [Duke] of 
Saxe Coburg, was to inspect the 

whole fortifications &c. We met him 
advancing - & aft'ds - encountered him 

at Liege & Spa, on his return home, - 

for he was not to be at the King's 

marriage. 

We saw numerous paintings by 

Rubens, Van Dyke &c in the various 
Churches, and in some of them the 


marbles are truly magnificent. 


Friday Aug. 3. Went out early 

with our valet de place & saw the 
private Collection of Paintings belonging 
to Mr Van Lancker, Place de Meir 

No 1291, which is very select and 


valuable. We also saw the public 
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Antwerp} (13) Aug.3. 


Museum, in which are numerous 

Van Dykes, Rubens ézc but on the whole 
it left no fav'l impression of its value or importance on my mind. 
A large modern painting by the presid't 
of the Academy, representing the death 
of Raphael, the whole characters of 
which are composed of portraits of 
celebrated painters & their wives &c 
seems well & strikingly executed. 
Having seen all that strangers are 
permitted to see & even mounted 
ramparts facing the river, opposite 

the Dutch gun boats, we left this place 
with some reluctance for Brussels 
which we reached, too late for the 

Table d'hote, at the Hotel de Flan- 

-dres in the Place Royal, about 

4 o'clock p.m. Walked over the Boule- 
-vards, & the Scene of the late Revolu- 
-tion, the consequences of which we 


saw in the ruined houses, trees &c 


Brussels; (14) Aug.3. 


Many of the trees in the Boulevard are 
firmly hooped with iron, being corner 
trees, which it wd disfigure the 

walls to cut down. The new city is 
very splendid, but by no means so 
much so as we had expected. 

Owing to our passports having been 
detained at the Barrier D'Anvers, 

we cd. not get off by the early 
morning coach - this saw the 
preparations for the Grand Review 

to take place at the King's palace 

of Laeken in honour of his approaching marriage which we passed yes- 
-terday. The Civic guards, con- 
-sisting of sev'l regiments, had merely 
frocks or surtouts of blue linen, 

such as are worn by the peasantry, 
but having facings of coloured lace, 
black belts &c the regular army 

is well equipped. The soldiers 
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Brussels; (15) Aug.3. 


Are dressed in blue, red facings 

& lace, & look well. They are well 

drilled, & are now able to meet an 

enemy - but we thought little of the 
officers, who do not appear to be 

men of rank or education. We were 

told the men have little confidence in them. 
Saw the Hotel de Ville, Cathedr- 

-al. The latter is but a poor affair, 

& the paintings were [illegible] ; but there 
are some good carvings & marbles. 

We were pressed to see the Museum, 

the National Collection - but were 
grievously disappointed - with the 
exception of some sketches by Rubens 

(at least unfinished altar-picture) 

one by Gerard Dow, & a few others, 

itis a very paltry collection. The 

chief value >of this museum< seems to consist in 
very ancient daubs of the 14 & 15 
Centuries, which to connoisseurs may 


be instructive or curious, but are 
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Waterloo &c} (16) Aug.3-4 


destitute of all pictorial excellence, either 
in point of colouring, drapery, perspective, 


or drawing. 


Saturday, Aug 4. Left Brussels 

by a diligence, which departed from a 
large street near the Hotel de Ville, 
a beautiful specimen of old archi- 
-tecture, at 1 o'cl'c passing thro' 

the far famed Forest of Soigne, 
Waterloo - Mt St. Jean - Hougou- 
-mont &c &c - The localities are so 
well known that it is quite super- 
-fluous to note anything further. 

La Belle alliance, Genappe & other 
familiar spots passed in review. 

On passing the gigantic Belgic Lion 
cast from cannon taken on the field 
we doffed our caps! - All the field 
of battle now waves with corn , 

rye, wheat, & other heavy crops. 
The reapers with their short scythes 


and staffs, followed numer- 
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Waterloo) 17 Aug A 


-ous binders, gleaners &c afforded a 
pleasant contrast to the reflections 
naturally arising out of the scene. 
Wellington's and Picton's trees are 
now levelled, & wander over the earth 
in the shape of snuff boxes &c - and a 
great portion of the forest has already 
yielded to the ploughshare. The scaf- 
-fold where Napoleon stood is still 
preserved, & occupies a very command- 
-ing station. All Bonaparte's Army 
occupied the rising ground, which 

in the charge of cuirassiers &c so frequently 
proved fruitless but gave them a 
prodigious advantage. So far as I c'd 
judge, as a mere civilian, Bona- 

-parte's position was admirably 
chosen. The Gen'l. who so nobly 
gained the day deserves all the praise 
which a leader od so great an army 
under such discomfiting circumstances 


ever received. On my return, it is 
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Quatres Bras; (18) Aug. 4-5 


my intention to read the best accounts 

of the entire fields, which I am now prepared to 
understand more clearly. 

At Quatre Bras (so called appar- 

-ently from four cross roads meeting 

we halted a few minutes, where we 

got a kind of dinner wt. Eau 

de vie - and proceeded, under 

a very heavy rain, to Namur 


which we reached about 9 O'clock. 


Namur} 

Sunday Aug. 5. Applied to the 

Governor for leave to inspect the 
fortifications here - a liberty seldom 
granted of late - and had the 
gratification of having our request 
granted. These fortifications are very 
strong, perhaps the most perfect in Europe, 
with covered ways &c for the protection 
of the men. Apparently this place could 
accommodate from 20,000 to 50,000 men. 


At present there are only accommodations 
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Namur) (19) Aug.5. 

For 5,000 men, who certainly c'd hold out the 
place ag't an immense army, if well vic- 
-tualled. The well is deeper than the bed of 

the river & canal which surrounds it, & is plentifully 
supplied at all times with excellent spring & 
filtered river water. The quality is salubrious. 
Besides booths for rearing & slaughtering cattle 
there are here stables for cavalry, with a 
sally-port for their entry, or attack of an ene- 
-my. The whole rec'd a compleat repair 

& reedification at the expense of Britain, after 
Waterloo. We likewise passed sev'l of the 

other chain of forts &c erected at the same 
time. - Namur is celebrated in history 

as the seat of frequent sieges &c and was 

one of the scites chosen by the Romans. 

An old tower is shewn, the foundation 

of which was laid by Julius Cesar. The 

town contains € 18,000 inhabitants. By 

the way, all the shops were open until we 

left the town, with booths on the street, & 
crowds of the town & country people parading 
the streets in their best. - such is the con- 

-stant practice in almost all Roman 


Catholic Towns, where, after they have gone 
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Namur} (20) Aug.5. 


into Church & said a few prayers, their Sunday 
is over, & the rest of it is devoted to recreation. 
In towns there are matins & vespers, besides 
occasional prayers at other hours, every 

day in the week. We observed the people 
flocking to churches in Town from 6 to 8 - 
morning, >and at 6 to evening< prayers. - On all occasions when we 
entered them (excepting Sunday) the whole was 
dumb show - the priests & people appeared to be 
offering up private prayers, & retired as soon 

as these were over. The former, however, often 
went into the confessionals, which were en- 
-circled at a distance with persons preparing 

for confession, & who in their turn went into 
the place appropriated for that purpose; being 

a box or recess immediately adjoining that 

of the priest, who sees his victim, without being 
seen confesses here thro' a small iron 

grating, opposite to his ear, when sitting. 
Strangers pass and repass on such occasions 
without giving offence. The only rule 

observed is to uncover as soon as you 


enter the door of the church - a rule 
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Namur.) 21. Aug.5. 


Which John Bull often ignorantly or barbarously 
transgresses, until reminded by the conductor. 
We crossed into Namur at the Hotel 
D'Arscamp, with which we were satisfied. 


It is the best, and seemed cheap & comfortable 


Liege.} 

Left Namur at 1 12 p.m. By diligence 
for Liege, there being no other conveyance 
that day, excepting the Boat, which left 
at 5 or 6 a.m. The Scenery on this road 
is charming, being like the Rhine in 
miniature, having the river Meuse 
broad & navigable for boats on the left 
hand, until we reached Huy - when 

the bridge over the river is crossed, 
leaving the water on the traveller's 
right hand. On both sides are banks 
like Hawthornden, but higher, covered 
with woods, & broken at times by lime- 
-stone rock, cut by art, & worn by the 
weather, into the most fantastic 

shapes. At intervals, rich fields of rye 


& wheat, and extensive orchards, vary 
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Liege) (22) Aug.5-6 


the scene and after passing Huy (a strong 
>modern< fortress, flatly built, after the fashion of 
some drawings of East Indian fortifications I 
have seen) the heights, as far as Liege, 
abound in young vineyards, apparently 
thriving very well. The fruit was only 

in the process of formation. Unluckily 

we were forced into the inside of this 
diligence at Huy by heavy rain, which 
continued violently until we arrived at 
Liege, at Y past 9, at the Hotel de 

Pavillon Anglais, where by the way 

the Prince of Saxe Coburg arrived 

next morning. Being extremely fa- 

-tigued we were glad to retire early 

to bed, & indulged in a longer nap 


than usual. 


Monday Aug. 6th Liege. This is 
a neat place and before the Revolution 
was a favourite English settlement - but 


most of them have deserted, in con- 


Liege} (23.) Aug. 6. 


-sequence of rumours of war & the cholera. 
We did our best to manoeuvre mat- 

-ters here, as to the cholera regula- 

-tions - but found there was no 

mode of evading a five days’ Quaran- 
-tine - and of the privileged places we 
chose Spa, a celebrated watering place. 

A bill of health was readily given us 

and having seen the Cathedral here, 

the Boulevards &c we determined on 
setting off for Spa to compleat our 
quarantine, with the best grace we 

cd. - as there was a chance of being 
forced to commence our time there 
instead of Namur, which we had reached 
on the eve of 4th - At this place, & on 

the former day, we saw the first Spe- 
cimens of the disgusting goitres which 


so disfigure the Swiss peasantry &c 


Spa} Aug .7. 


Tuesday Aug. 7 Left Liege for Spa, 


to do quarantine penance until Saturday. 
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Spa} (24.) Aug.7. 


The ride was singular, but not inviting. 
We soon got into the hill-country, in the 
heart of which Spa is situated and 
reached it in time for the table 

d'hote, which regularly takes place 

at 14 past 3. In the evening, walked 

thro' the charming paths formed on 

the face of the wooded hills, which 
overhang the village. The views are 
varied and beautiful, as the villages 
abound in the richest verdure, with 
numerous corn fields &c. Tasted the 
Spa on our return. It is a very light 
water & to my taste rather agreeable 
strongly impregnated with iron &c. It is 
taken in very small quantities, as a tonic. 
We were recommended to the Hotel 

de York, which has a good Table d'hote 
with select company for such a place. 
Like other watering places, there seems 


to be much talking & gossip, with 


lay 


Spa} (25.) Aug.7. 


an earnest desire of prying into strangers 
history or circumstances &c. The present 
extreme bore of doing quarantine makes 
the place less tolerable - for all look as 

if tethered to a stake & impatient to 

be off - The only English people we 

saw, of whom we had previous 
knowledge, was Gent. - & Mrs Duff of Edinr. 
who have been forced to economise on 
the Continent. They are probably bent on 
a Swiss tour & doing quarantine - 

but their family & servants accompany 
them. This place is said to be extra- 
-vagant, for a foreign watering place. 

To kill the time, parties are made 

to the neighbourhood. Horses can be 
hired for 5 or 6 francs for day - ie. 

from breakfast to Dinner time. 

On our road to Spa I omitted 

to notice the Castle of Franchimont, 
where, according to an inscription in 


the village below, above 400 Patriots 
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Spa (26) Aug. 8-9-10 


died for their country, anno 1468. 


Wed.y. Aug. 8, Spa - Wandered over 
the heights near Spa all the forenoon 
and did our best to amuse our- 
-selves during the day & evening. 
Thursday Aug. 9, - Occupied 

myself to Day writing this Diary 
from pencil jottings - it being merely 
my intention to note down for my 
future recollection such things as 
may recall any part of my tour to 
memory. The day was so hot, that, 
excepting a saunter before dinner and 
tepid bath in the morning, we did 

not feel inclined to exert. Gave 

our Swiss guide-book (Ebel) to be 
neatly bound up for reference, it being 


merely sewed in paper, French-fashion. 
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Friday Aug. 10, Spa - our 
Spa} Aug. 10 


Douanier & the Medical Officer appoin- 
-ted to report on Bills of health, having 
assured us that, altho' they were satis- 
-fied with the quarantine, we had 
performed here & at Liege - yet that 

on the Prussian fontier we wd. 

assuredly be stopped & turned back, 

we thought it advisable to run no 

risk of trouble, & do our best to 

amuse ourselves here until the ful- 

-lest period exigible by law had 

expired - We therefore took horses 

& rode to “La Fontaine”, being two other 
mineral springs more powerful than 

that of Spa & at an easy distance 

from the village, Both seem to be 
dedicated to St Remi, where foot print 
ankle-deep in the stone is piously exhibited to 
the visitor! Tho' both of us had drank 

of the spa in the morning, we 
imprudently (as it gave us violent headache) 


took a glass at each of these springs. 
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Spa} (28) Aug. 10. 


The taste is similar to the other, being 
somewhat like Elixir of Vitriol & iron 
& sparkling in the fountains - throw- 
-ing up carbonic gas. If I recollect: 
these springs are called Groesbek 

The charge for our nags was only 

3 francs each, for about 3 hours 

ride. As our time expires today, 

we waited on the Physician for our 
billes of health, which were quite 
satisfactory - & took our places in 

the diligence for Aix la Chapelle 

at 5am. tomorrow morning, leaving 
orders to be called at 4.- The Table 
d'hote here generally has about 40 ladies 
& gent'n. to dinner. Breakfast & coffee 
at night appeared to be called for, 

to the bed-rooms- for only 2 parties 
took these meals at table with us, 


while at Spa. This is customary abroad. 


Spa} (Q9) Aug. 10. 


Our Bill while here amounted, 

after paying waiters & the keeper of the Spa 
to£ English. The place is 

reckoned extravagant, & t is the duty 

of all the natives to prey on strangers 
during their sojourn, for the season is short. 
Saturday, Aug. 11 left Spa by the 

diligence, for Aix la Chapelle at 5a. 

m. and reached it in time for the 

Table d'hote at 1p.m. Where we met 

a large company. After dinner, saw 

the Cathedral with it's monuments, tombs, 
& a few indifferent paintings. On paying 

8 franks to one of the church officers 
(regulated by the clergy) we saw the 

very rich church -plate, reliques &c which 
have been gifted since the time of Charle- 
-magne. The value must be immense, 

there being many thousand pounds weight 
of gold, silver & jewels! I forget the num- 
-ber of millions of francs at which 


the bullion is valued, as related by 


Aix la Chapelle] (30.) Aug.11. 


The shewman! He was the Sacristan. 

It is worth noticing, that among the 
Reliques are the linens of our Saviour in 
which he buried, the girdle of the 
Virgin & her picture painted by St Luke! 
which were sent from Jerusalem anno 
400 by the Empress Eudoxia &c. I have 
a curious Account of these, with forms 
of Prayer on the exultation of each 
Relique. The first (which along with 

the princ’l Reliques is only shewn every 
seventh year to the faithful when great 
multitudes flock thither) is "la Robe 
"Sainte dout etait revetue la Vierge 
"mere de Dieu, loraquelle suit au 
monde Jesu-Christ vrai Dieu et vrai 
Lomue" 2d. The holy linens. 3d. The 
linen cloth on which John Baptist was 
beheaded. 3d. The linen with which our 
Saviour was girt at his Crucifixion 

&c. Besides these there are morcels 


of other linens in the other reliques 


Aix} (31) 522 


set in gold, with diamonds & precious 
stones surrounding them, - bones of Saints, 
one of the nails from the Cross, several 
pieces of the real Cross set in gold &c &c 
The tomb of Charlemagne is most splen- 
-did, being overlaid with gold, enam- 

-el, precious stones &c The objects shewn 
to the too credulous people as reliques, 
are too numerous to be noticed; so 

refer to the pamphlet already alluded 

to, to refresh my memory. It is evident 
that the whole are of very remote antiquity. 
We afterwards ascended a hill 

with our Commissionaire & had one of 
the finest & most extended panoramic 
views we ever beheld. On the pinna- 

-cle is erected an obelisk with seats 

for the accomodation of visitors, 

& lower down an excellent cafe, where 
all kinds of refreshment may be 

had. The therm stood above 90, but 

we had the fortitiude to resist till 

our return, when we had some refresh- 


-ing lemonade, the first I had tasted 


Aix 32. Aug.11. 


On another eminence is erected a 
temple, somewhat resembling that of 
St. Bernard's Edinr. But the view by 

no means repays one the trouble of 
walking thither. 

The Town of Aix is a fashion- 
-ablewatering place, & was very 

full. We cd. Not get into the [illegible] 
hotel, but were well served at the 
Dragon d'Or. our passports being 
purposely marked by the Austrian 
Ambassador &c we returned to our 
Inn, greatly fatigued, and secured our 
places in the malle-poste (mail coach) for Cologne. 
Cologne 3 Aug.28 

Sunday Aug 12. Started at 5 

a.m. after passing an indifferent night 
from the heat etc. There was nothing ex- 
-traordinary in our route to day, the 
country being rather uninteresting. Did 
not dine at 12 with the passengers, but 


took a bottle of wine and Seltzer 


Aix} Cologne}  (33.) Aug. 12. 


water, a most refreshing drink, and one in 
which was often indulged. The day was oppres- 
-sively hot & we were inside the coach, 

there being no cabriolets in the foreign 

mails (six inside) Arrived at Colog- 

-ne too late for table d'hote, so dined 
together at the Hotel de la Cour Imperiale 
-very saucy attendance, brusque waiters 
with rings on their fore-fingers, seals & lots 
of bijouterie! At this stage of the debate 

my bile was exceeded & I was inclined to be 
fierce, but cd. not sufficiently express my 
-self in French, only one waiter under- 
-standing anything else than German. The 
fellow who waited on us seemed to bea 

but to his confreres, who in another room 
treated him with German slang, rubbing plates 
& bowls together &c. Went out & saw Cathe- 
-dral, which tho' above 400 yrs old is still 
unfinished, & will likely be so for some cen- 
-turies, the plan being too extensive for 


their funds - but tradesmen were busy 
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Aix} Cologne 34 Aug.12 


within é without. The night was gloomy we 
had a slight thunder storm. Went to the 

Church of St. Peters, but Rubens celebrated Cruci- 
-fixion of St Peter was covered up. Heard 

the conclusion of High Mass - & saw the rest 

of the town. Being very much fatigued, retired 
early to bed, as we had to start at 5a.m. 

for steam boat to Mayence (Mientz) - but 

not to rest, for our evil genius in the 

shape of said waiter was bent on our 
annoyance - the heat of the night was 

such, that with only a single sheet, the perspi- 
-ration hailed off each of us. After having 
almost composed myself to sleep, about 

11, I heard a shuffling of feet in the passage 

& as I thought a sound of some one trying 

to fit keys into our door ) having as 

usual locked the door & stupidly put the key on 


the table instead of leaving it in the door before retiring to bed) - the 
noise 


ceased, & I was on the point of sleeping, when 


in god's earnest our friend the waiter 


Aix.}Cologne 35 Aug.12 


entered, bearing two candles & scrambled on the 
table among the contents of our hat boxes, 
George's purse &c &c - I awaked George & 
demanded of the fellow how he dared to enter 
our room with a false key &c He coolly 

said, we had ordered soup & he was about 

to lay the cloths &c - A councel 

of war was held & as Geo. was only half 
awake & self abundantly fierce, we awaited 
his return. On his entry he was fattening 

out some explanation about soup &c when 
greatly to Geo's horror, I darted out of bed 

& seizing the scoundrel by the back of the 
head sent him spinning down the stairs 

"neck & crop", candle, towels, spoons & 

all. But dearly was this victory 

bought! Until 2o'clock he raved & swore 

in German & French in the lobbies & street 

to the patrols of Gens d'armes &c vowing 
vengeance, "[illegible]" for assault 

&c and every instant I expected a few [illegible] 
of these gents to lug me off to the 


common prison - under the conviction 


Cologne} 36 Aug:12 


that not one of these worthies understood a 
word of French or English, & that we wd. cer= 
=tainly be detained until long after the 
boat had sailed, before we cd. explain 
matters to the governor or mayor of the 
place! Patrols passed every An or % hour 

to the No. of 15-20 each time, singing 
German songs, or roaring & laughing, and 
their tramp was as if at our bed-sides. 
Fortunately for Geo. He slept out the best 
part of the storm - & just as I got 

drowsy, I had to call Geo. & buckle 

on our harness for the steamer!!! Mis= 
=fortunes do seldom come single they say - 
for, after bustling & with difficulty getting 
our extravagant bill paid, & transporting 
our baggage at that early hour to the 

river side - some distance - there 

was such a mist that the vessel cd. 

not with safety stir an inch till 


between 9 & 10! 


Rhine 3 37 Aug. 23 


Monday, Aug. 13. Heartily rejoicing to 

escape from Cologne, where we had been so 
miserably treated, we rook an early break- 
-fast @ Y past 6 in the steamer, so as not 

to encroach on the pleasure of our sail 

when the fog sh’d have cleared off. Fortunately 
the wind shifted and the sun broke thro” before 
10, when we set sail. For a considerable 
portion of the early part of the day there was 
nothing interesting in the scenery of the Rhine 
which is by no means, at that place, so 
beautiful as any part of the Clyde, Tay, 

or Thames; indeed we learnt from others 

that the preceeding parts of the river are 

very dull. We purchased in the even- 

-ing at Cobblentz an extremely interesting Panorama of 
the Rhine, the shops being shut when we 

left Cologne éz the preceding day being Sunday 
the larger shops were not open in the evening 
when we were out. To that very inter 

-esting manual 1 refer for my future 
recollection of the scenery - for in a steamer 
the incidents are generally few - & on such 


a trip all are intent on the picturesque 


7 P pee - 2. 


Rhine} 38 Aug.13. 
Cologne 


The Panorama of the Rhine selected by us 

is so minute as to give an exact delineation of 
each eminence, island, house, town &c and the 
villages, towns & castles are so admirably laid 
down as to enable one to recall to memory 
every point of view which interests a traveller 
in the course of this unrivalled river. It is 
therefore unnecessary to do farther here than 
to note a few of the more prominent points 
which I admired, so as I may readily recur 

to the guide & Shreiber's minute "Man- 

-uel de Voyageurs" the last Edit. of 

which we fortunately secured. 

I ought to have earlier remarked that 

Cologne is a considerable town, containing 
above 65,000 inhabitants, & seems a thriving 
place. As it was Sunday, when we arri- 

.ved, & many of the chief shops shut we 

cd. not see Farina's celebrated Eau de 
Cologne manufactury, which is one of 

the lions of the place - but the exterior of 

that & every thing else within reach we 


examined on the preceding evening. 
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Rhine] Cologne 39 Aug. 13. 

A good idea of the effect of the town may be 

formed from our Panorama. On passing Fort Nicholas, as has been re- 
-marked the river is uninteresting tho” there are 
several islands, & small villages & towns, such as 
Lulsdorf &c. The interest was not excited until 

we reached Bonn a town of 12,000 inhabitants 

& formerly the residence of the Electors of Cologne. 
It is very handsome & well built. Opposite to 

itis a flying bridge of boats, the first we 

had seen on so rapid a river, the effect is cu- 

-rious & interesting, for by the force of the stream 

the large passage boat, which is the innermost 

of the feries, on being unmoored, is safely & certainly 
wafted to the opposite shore, where the village of 
Beuel is situated. The pivot is near the centre 

of the stream & so nicely contrived that the same 
result takes place when the bridge is again un- 
-moored from other bank, when it swings back 

again to its former station. Here the beauties of 

the Rhine may be said to commence, for the 

series of the numerous lofty castles, situated on the most wild- 
-ly romantic rocks, succeed each other in 

pretty rapid succession; & the banks begin gra- 
-dually to assume a high & rugged aspect. 


or rather, in other words, the chain of 
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Rhine] 40 Aug. 13. 

rocks & mountains begins here to draw down 
close to the water's edge which indeed lends the 
chief beauty & interest to this great & splendid 
river. The first of these lofty castles is Groses- 
-berg - the next Rolandspeck - the beautiful 
island of Nonnenswerth - the Drachensels 

the seven mountains being from 1053 to 1473 feet 
in height. The picturesque grouping of these 
hills, which are evidently of volcanic origin & 
the craters of some of them are still visible, 

we very greatly admired as did all on board ` 
We regretted much that we cd. not possibly 
land to mount these hills, from which there 

is there is to be had the most splendid views, & I 
was also anxious to land at the Nuns 

Island or Nonnenswerden, which I have 

heard described as a little paradise. The 
Convent is now converted into an elegant 
auberge, where I understand strangers are so 
highly treated, that they can hardly tear them 
-selves away from the fairy spot. I regretted our 
loss the less, however, that there was no 
moon-light, in which consists, in a great 
measure, the charms of the Drachenfells & 


Island - but had we forfeited our papers 


Rhine] 41 Aug. 13. 

& money by landing at Bonn, we might at 

least have witnessed the rising sun - but our 
arrangements having been made, we contented 
ourselves with a view from the deck, on 

one of the finest days that ever shone. By 

the way, the heat was most intense on 

the river the whole of that day - at 6pm 

in the shade (and the thermometer placed in a 
draught) it stood as high as 92! In the sun, 

during the heat of the day, it must of course 

have been much higher, tho' the gent'n who 

had the instrument (by one of the first London 
makers, & long proved to be correct) did not them 
recollect to take it from his baggage. In the 
Evening, when we landed at Coblentz, I never 
witnessed such a quantity of what I thought 
large midges in the passage of the Inn (the 

Trois Swisses an excellent establishment) and 

at the table d'hote. Literally they were lying in 
thousands all over the table & passages, scorched 
by the candles & lamps. They stuck to the 

tallow in large clusters incredibly thick, & on coming from 
the dark into the lobby, we were almost 

blinded by them & were bit all over. They 


Were the first & only musquitoes we met 
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Rhine] 42 Aug. 13. 


With in our tour. Only those rooms which [illegible] 
faced the river were infested by them, & we took 
special care to get our sleeping room to the back 
of the house, which is a prodigiously large 
establishment. 

Fortunately the winding of the river, and 

the great height of the ground enabled us to 

see this admirable scenery for a long time, 

& that was fortunately increased to us by an 
adverse wind & rapid current to struggle 

against - for in many of the rapids we 

required 9 horses to tow the steamer, besides 

its own powers. They were curiously & in- 
-geniously yoked by very large ropes the weight of which 
was supported by boats moored in the river 

for the purpose. 

In the Appendix to Schreiber will be 

found many curious legends relative to many 

of the castles &c on the banks of the Rhine & 
neighbouring scenery. These castles succeed each 
other in such rapid succession, that it seems 
unnecessary to enumerate them all. The 


Panorama & Schreibers Manual will suf- 


Rhine] 43 Aug. 13. 

-ficiently recall them to my mind, at any 
distance of time. Very many thriving towns 

& villages also were passed by us, such as 
Linz, Andermach, Neuwied, at which 

last there is a flying bridge & many others. 

We landed at Coblentz in time for supper, 

& very shortly after it became quite dark. 

It is a strongly fortified place of 14,000 in- 
-habitants, & a garrison of 5000, & has a bridge 
of boats over the Rhine - which are strongly moor- 
-ed. It does not stop the navigation for draw- 
-bridges permit vessels to pass & repass at the 
requested times - but it serves to enforce the 
police orders applicable to the River. Here also 
the Moselle & the Rhine meet, & there is like- 
-wise a bridge over the former. Above and 
behind the town is a strong citadel & bastions 
commanding both sides of the Moselle & the Rhine. 
On the Opposite banks is situated the 
magnificent & almost impregnable Fort of 
Ehrenbreitstein, which, however, it was too 
late to survey - & the rules of the garrison pre- 
-vented us gaining admition before the vessel 
sailed next morning. From the report of others 


who have seen it, it seems well worthy of 
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Rhine] 44 Aug. 13-14 


of being minutely visited. They are very jealous 
of admitting any one who has the least of a 
military appearance - & probably they examine 
the passports of visitors. The famous 

Baths of Ems lie only 2 % leagues from Cob- 
-Jentz. A Commissionaire made purchases 

of the books we wanted, which we found of 
great use & interest. 

14th August. My birth day, tho' forgotten at 
the time - started before 5, & breakfasted before 
going on board the boat, which sailed at 6 pre- 
-cisely, so as not to encroach on the plea- 

-sures of our sail. The Town & frowning 
Batteries of Ehrenbreistein which entirely 
overhangs & commands the Rhine & Moselle 
& adjoining country looked splendid in the 
morning sun - which, however, was shortly 
afterwards clouded by a slight fog & some rain. 
Numerous towns, villages, & castles crowd 

the banks of the Rhine in all quarters. The 
superb ruins of the Stolzensels, Lahneck, the 
town & castle of Nieder Lahnstein where the Lahn 


falls into the Rhine, Rheus & Marksburg, 
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Rhine] 45 Aug. 14. 
follow each other in quick succession. Then 
succeed Boppart, the castles of the Two Brothers 
called Sternberg & Lievenstein, Thunnberg, 
and the magnificent Rheinfels, near to the 
beautiful & romantic town of St. Goar. The 
popular traditions regarding the castles of the 
two brothers &c may be seen in Schrebers ap- 
-pendix. At Loureley there is a rock which 

has a very powerful septuple echo, at which 

a man is stationed on shore (in pay of the 
steam vessel) to fire rifle-shots - but I must 

say the effect was spoilt by the sound of the 
engine & the circumstance of the boat being 

in the centre of the water, instead of the auditors 
being placed on shore, close to the rock. I learnt 
that the effect of a bugle horn is infinitely pre- 
-ferable & can well believe it to be so. 

The banks are here very thickly peopled, 

& the whole smiles with Vineyards, to the very 
tops of the rocks! No corner or cranny is 

left uncultivated, & in order to turn the 

ground to the best account, it is formed into 
terraces, with retaining walls, to prevent 

a slip of the soil. Besides the beauty of this 
plan, it nearly doubles the extent of the sur- 


-face, and every inch of the walls also are 
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loaded with vines. It is from these vineyards 

that the famous Rhenish wines are produced. 
Cats Castle, Schonburg, the Castle of the Seven 
Virgins (see Schroeber's app.) Rineck, Guten- 
-fels, Caub &c lie so closely to each other, 

along with many others of the same stamp, 

with curious castles in the centre of the 

river, built on rocks, that it is impossible, 

without precise detail, even to name them. In one 
of these singular buildings called Pfalzgraf- 
-stein the Countesses Palatine of the Rhine 

were found to reside during their accouch- 

-ment - & latterly it has been used as a 

sort of state-prison. 

The town of Bachurach and numerous 

Castles & villages succeed, until we reached the 
town of Bingen, nearly opposite to which the celebrated 
Rudesheimer Schloss Johannisberg & other Rhenish 
vineyards are situated - but the real Johannis- 
-berg is grown nearer to Meintz, and from 

the small extent of the ground & produce, it is 
impossible that the wine sold under that name 


can be genuine for 100 hogsheads are sold for 
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one which can leave the country. I believe the 
Owner is Prince Metternich, who first supplies 
himself, then his friends - & the rest is given, 
as a great favor, and at an extravagant price 
even in the country! Most of these wines 

we drank in great stile to the extent of from 

a half to a whole bottle each day to dinner, 

& often another half to supper. 

Mayence 

We reached Mayence or Mentz at 

6pm. And without leaving the boat, seat for 
.à voiture, which we hired along with two 
Irish gentlemen, as there is nothing in 

Mentz to interest a stranger. We arri- 

-ved about 10p.m. at Weiss-Baden 

which we found overflowing with company, 
and had to leave the principle house, Aux 
Quatre Saisons, and got the last beds in 

the Namure Hoff, where we supped, $ were 
.glad to get to bed. The quality of the guests 
.at the Table d’hote struck us very forcibly, 
.tho’ the place is the Cheltenham or Bath 

.of Germany. The whole concern seemed mean 
& low in the extreme, & in that hotel, nor 


.ndeed in the whole town, did we see 
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‚any, except a few English faces, of a genteel 


.or gentleman like appearance. 


Aug. 15. Weiss-Baden is very beauty- 

-fully situated by nature, & much seems to 
‚have been done for it. The place is elegantly 
.laid out with trees, & walks, & public Boule- 
-vards. On the principal sides of the square 
.a sort of Bazaar, full of various shops & 
.booths, forms the chief attraction of the 
‚place. We started early in the morning 

.to drink water at the wells, which we 
Found to be hot springs of nearly boiling 
‚heat. It is served out in small glasses, 
which the patients carry about the 

walks, taking a sip now & then. To judge 
.of the heat it may be enough to recollect 
that the baths must be bespoken and 

filled the night preceding, say about 12 
‚hours before bathing! Having been told the 
waters were purgative, Geo. Merely tasted 
them, & I took two glasses. The taste is 


.decidedly saline, but it is taken in two 


Le pertle 4f , uch es ee fete 1 
Aa la afhentes : ! | 


Ha my was raiar io farre , | 
P bevy for م‎ ^m dire Nee 1 
, E Hotel - عه‎ fo brealopatl 7729 «le the : 


9 air Abe Zr Lrosefbr vf 


Weiss Baden! 49 Aug. 15. 


.Small quantities to act as a purgative, 
Being merely intended as a deobstruent. 
These waters are efficacious in all gouty 

& rheumatic attacks, obstructions &c. 

The morning was rather unfavourable, 
being foggy & drizzling, so we returned to 
.OUr hotel - & after breakfast saw all the 
.boulevards, pleasure grounds &c, being ac- 
-companied by our two irish travellers. 
There being nothing particular to detain 
.us in this place, which had been repre- 
-sented to us as one of the gayest in 
Germany, we resolved on hiring a cab, 

or taking a seat in the Malle-poste to 
Frankfort, which we cd. reach that night. 
In passing, I may note that the only 
.gaietyvwhich I cd. discover at this 
.watering-place was gambling, which I 
.believe is carried on to a great extent.- 

The chief redoute, or Salle, is generally crowd- 
-ed, & large sums lost & won nightly. We 


‚had no curiosity to ask an introduction 
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.to such a place, especially as we meant to 

‚see “the thing” done in better stile in Paris. 

As is common in all watering places, & in 

.every country, numbers of black-legs & sharpers 
frequent every corner where Johnny-Raws 

.are to be had - and they have too often “good 


“luck to their fishing” 


Frankfort} 


Having taken an early dinner, we left 
Weiss-Baden by the Malle-poste for 
Frankfort on the Maine. The applicants 

‚for places being so numerous, another carri- 
-age was got ready, & George & I were for 
the first time divided, he being in the 
regular coach, & I in the cabriolet. Nothing 
.on the road seemed to me worthy of being 
noted, excepting that we arrived in Frank- 
-fort at 9, in time for supper, I had an ex- 
-cellent bed-room. The Schenannen where 
we lodged (the Swan or Cigne) is amongst 
the best regulated Inns we have met with. 


The head waiter is one of the cleverest 
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fellows I have seen; speaking, fluently, English, 
French, German & Italian. The stile in 
which he serves a table exceeds all I 

had experienced - & in covering it, & laying 
the knives, forks, spoons & plates is like 
some of Herman Boaz’s tricks. He liter- 
-ally managed a pile of plates (under his 
Left arm) like a pack of cards, & shuf- 
-fled them out as quickly as one cd. 

deal a hand at whist. We were much 
indebted to him for useful travelling 
information, by which we were enabled 
to see & do many things better,& more 
economically, than we cd. otherwise have 
accomplished - in this hotel we, for the 
first time, saw a notice which is hung 

on the back of the door of every room 

in the house, & in the public Salle a 
manger, requesting strangers to lock 
their doors & luggage; and if they had 
money or valuables to deposit them 

with the maitre d'hotel, who wd. be 


responsible. This advice we had 
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all along acted upon, as it is a common 
tricj for fellows to personate porters sent to 
bring away luggage &c - and, in an im- 
-mense concern where 80 or 100 beds are 
Made down every night, it is impossible. 
to watch every one who comes out and in. 
where travellers are arriving & departing every 
five minutes during the day & night. 

In all German & French Hotels, every 
careful traveller carries the key of his room 
which prevents the intrusion of strangers 
The bed chamber women have duplicate 
keys, & if anything is missing it is at 

once detected, & they cd. not escape, in 

a country where one cannot move 

any distance without a passport. Since 

we left Spa (see 23&c) I have learnt that 
we made a narrow escape of being 

robbed by one of the most wholesale 

I remember to have heard of. The 

day we left Spa was the “Fete des gar- 


-cons” & the female servants of the Inns 


DIR 
4 EFS iu ae 


Frankfort} 53 Aug.15. 


who divide among themselves a purse 
made up of voluntary contributions from 
the guests at the various Table d’hotes 

in the place. After dinner, the head 

waiter went round with a salver & col- 
-lected what each guest chose to give, being 
I believe about 1 franc on an average. 

In return for this, a curious piece of pastry, 
Decorated with flags &c was brought in and 
placed on the centre of the table, & after 
being cut up was passed round. The 
servants have a ball with the proceeds of 
their collection, & I believe all got roaring 
drunk, leaving the strangers to wait on 
themselves - but the finale was well 
imagined, & as well executed. While 
dinner was serving at the various 

Table d'hotes, the rooms of all the Hotels 
were at one fell swoop deprived of 
everything valuable, in the shape of 
money, trinkets bank-notes &c &c, with 


which the depredators in the mean time 
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escaped to the mountains! I have not been 
able to learn the result of this dexterous 

& wholesale robbery - but there is good reason 
for supposing that so well concerted & si- 
-multaneously executed a plot must 

have been long in brewing among the head 
waiters. 

The fatigues of our journey, and the 
necessity we were under of waiting for the 
departure of a family between 11 & 12 at 
night to procure their bedroom, made 

us enjoy our beds. - Howeverm we started 
in good time, & immed'ly after breakfast, 
waited on our friend Mr Manshopft. 

but unluckily both he & his father were 

at Riga. We next drew on our Bankers 

for such money as we needed, & then set 
forth with our Valet de place to see 

the town & its curiosities. But Imay 

at this place observe the great civility 


of the Banker, who politely accompanied 
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us to a select subscription reading-room, 
where many of the English & foreign journals 
were lying. We entered our names as visitors, 
with permission to read for some weeks, 
While we glanced over some files of the 
Times, Galignami’s Messenger &c we sent 
our valet to procure our Passport properly 
marked, éz to get Billet de Sante, which 
we afterwards found of much use, as it 
saved us detention on the road from 
Berne to Geneva, when our passport was 
forwarded to the Poste Restante at Geneva. 
There are not many sights to see 
In Franfort, tho” the place is beautifully 
situated on the Maine, & has excellent 
walks, & many splendid buildings. We 
saw the cathedral, which tho’ ancient, is 
poor, & destitiute of ornament. The paint- 
-ings with one or twoexceptions, are 
very paltry, but there are a few old 
monuments, & a patch of very ancient 


fresco painting near the altar, which 
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was accidentally discovered a few years 

ago in removing some oak-pannelling. 

The Hotel de Ville is very curious, & we were 
admitted into the ancient hall, where pre- 
-parations were making for a grand 

civic entertainment (a dinner) on the 
marriage of Leopold to the daughter of 
France. The hall is surrounded with 

odd looking portraitures of all the Emperors 
of Germany - & rather ominously the present 
lad occupies the last niche! At coron- 

-ations, & great festivals, a large stone 

cistern in the grand place is filled with 

wine, which plays into it from a foun- 

-tain from above, oxen are roasted, & 

all comers are plentifully served. The old 

hall overlooks the place, & the toasts 

given within are announced to the mob with flour- 
-ishes of Trumpets. The decorations were 
chiefly flowers, laurels, a few trans- 


-parencies &c. In this place, the 
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Diet of Frankfort holds its sittings, and 

.in contiguous rooms justice is publicly 
.administered. 

The public collection of paintings belonging 
.to the city is open to Strangers, & written Catalogues 
.are handed in different languages. To my 
‚taste there were but few ancient paintings 

.of real merit. I found in most of the 

‚foreign collections in the Low Countries, & in 
Germany, that they plume themselves on the 
.Possession of very early specimens of the 

.art of painting, which tho’ to the historian of 
‚this science they are interesting & curious, are to 
the ordinary observer destitute of merit, 
.either in colouring, harmony, or proportion. 
There is generally the most triumphant 
.contempt for perspective & grouping - as 
much so to the full as to the works of the 
‚modern Chinese! Altho’ an ardent 

.admirer of antiquity I cannot say I 

.can (as works of art) admire these 

.daubs, which dome profess to adore. 

I am quite contented with such masters 


.as Rubens, Raphael, Vandyke, & others 
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who took nature for their model. I cannot 
refrain from recording as my present un- 
=cultivated opinion, that I firmly believe 
there is much affectation in non-profes- 
=sional evem pretending to be in raptures 
about light & shade & colouring, harmonious 
proportion &c &c in many of the Old Masters 
whose merits or demerits they cannot 
possibly appreciate, without many years 

of hard study - at least, without having spent 
much time in studying all the peculiari= 

=ties of stile, for months together, at the 

best galleries, with a sufficient knowledge 

at the same time of the rules & difficulties 

of the art - &c I believe it is also essential 

that one shd. Have used the brush a 

little - But I have often met with 

people who had made themselves masters 

of a few technicalities, & terms of art, 

& gabbled like parrots the opinions 


of others, of the merits of works, which 
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itis hardly possible they cd. comprehend 
such affectation is contemptible - for 

I ev'd. on no occasion think it beneath 
me frankly to confess that I cd. not 

relish the works of such & such a master 
tho' connosieurs chose to assert they were 
inimitable or invaluable. They say 

a commodity is worth what it will 

bring in the market. I admit it is 

so - but why do the works of some 
painters bring prodigious prices, while 
only the curious and cultivated in the art 
can see any merit in them? I believe this 
arises from the fact, that some of the 
ancient masters are only known to have painted 
a few pictures, & the places of their 
deposit have been chronicled for ages. 
This circumstance enhances their value 

- but I wd. ask if other works were 

to be detected in obscure places, painted 
by these very masters, & exchanged for sale, 
no one wd. Offer above a few shillings 


for they wd. assert they were not genuine 
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that they were destitute of merit, or that 
they were impudent forgeries! This fact 
is indisputable - & it is this that makes 
me so positively affirm as my opinion 
that unless a work is, extrinsically of 

all such adventitious circumstances, a 
piece of real merit, which he who 

runs may read, & which the most 
unversed wd. Almost at first sight be 
arrested on viewing it, as an effort 

of high genius, it is only the circum- 
-stance of rarity & consequent difficulty 
of possessing what are acknowledged as 
genuine pieces of such a master which 
stamps a pecuniary value on the pain- 
-ting - but once breathe a doubt 

or rather once establish that the 

picture was not painted by that 

author, the very same piece which 


drew down the raptures of cognos- 
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- centi wd. be despised as a paltry 
daub! There is too much of this 
trickery in the admirers of paintings 
which I cannot for the life of me 

adopt. I relish & admire proportion, 
colouring, light, shade, & all that these 
amateurs rave about - I know, feel 

& admire nature, but if I see all 

these outraged in a picture, if it shd. 
be by the finest hand that ever drew 

a pencil, I wd. condemn it as much 

as I wd. do a work of imagination by 
Sir Walter Scott, or Shakespeare, if as 
contemptible as Tom Thumb, Goody Two 
Shoes, or Jack the Giant Killer! These 
are excellent food for children's minds, 
but because they were written or said to be written by 
a great author, must I, in defiance 

of my judgement, say they were equal 
to [crossed out] Waverley, Ivanhoe, or 
Macbeth - these are my present 


honest and unenlightened ideas, & it 


e 了 


d, 
T 
1 


f | 
a 1 
5 SS D 


Frankfort} 62 Aug 16 


is not very likely I shall renounce these 
plain common sense views of the matter 
by seeing still greater collections than 
those which I have yet examined at home 
and abroad. 

The chief attraction, among the 

works of art in the environs of frank- 
-furt, is the Statue of Ariadne by 
Dannecker, [1803 -1814] for which the proprietor 
Mr Pitman was offered & refused 2000 
guineas Sterling. It is a splendid work 

of art of the size of the Venus de 

Medicis or rather larger. The execution 
must have been one of extreme diffi- 
-culty, and the position chosen by 

the artist seems to have been adopted 

to shew the triumph of art. Ari- 

-adne is seated on a lioness of the 

most grotesque ancient model. With 

the left hand crossed over the front 


of the figure she holds her right 
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foot, in the most graceful and elegant 
manner, however unusual « difficult 
such a position my appear from des- 
-cription. On entering the Hall, of 
which this forms the centre, the admi- 
ration is rivetted to this exquisite fi- 
-gure. When we visited it, about five 

or six gentlemen were seated and standing 
round the statue in mute astonish- 
-ment. - During the whole time I 
observed that no one uttered a syllable 
above his breath. The room is a 

small circular apartment, with the 
statue erected on an elegant pedestal 
so as to throw the base of the figure 

on a level with the eye, when 

standing. The whole is so contrived 

as to turn on a pivot, in such a 

manner, as to show the entire statue 

in every possible variety of form which 


is well managed by the Keeper of the 
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Hall, who has instructed in the best 
points of view. The room is ingeniously 
shaded, so as to make the light strike 

on the groupe. After having inspected 
the figures in every variety >of attitude & position< for a long time 
the Keeper let fall a red coloured curtain, 
the sun being at its heighth, - The effect 
was beautiful beyond description - for 
in place of the dazzling alabaster colour 
of the marble (which is the purest & 
most spotless I ever saw) a splendid 
flesh tint was communicated, espe- 
-cially to the figure of Ariadne. To 

my taste, the entire piece is nearly 
faultless. In point of form & contour 

I have seen no work, ancient or 

modern, to compare with it. The only 
fault I could find was one which is 
applicable to almost every female sta- 
-tue >after the antique« I have seen - viz. the face was 
too juvenile & too small for the figure. 


-It lends an unpleasant association - 
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that of the features of a girl of 10 or 12 

years old to the figure >of a female of < the most exqui- 

-Site proportions & of mature age. 

In the same >building, but in a different< hall (which is in the 

garden of Bethmann) are models from 

the antique of the Venus de Medicis, 

Aplollo, Laocoon &c &c all in plaster, 

of the exact size of the original. There 

is a book for the inscription of names 

of travellers, in which, as usual, we 

observed few or no English - the prevalence 

of cholera abroad having deterred visitors. 
The Opera at Frankfurt is justly 

celebrated as one of the first in Europe. 

In the evening, we saw the Opera of the 

Stranger from the Italian of Bellini. 

The orchestra possessed 50 performers, so 

admirably trained & so well proportioned 

that when they struck up the overture 

(& indeed during the night) they played 

like a single instrument. There is one 

peculiarity connected with the foreign 

theatres that of “the Conductor”, who, 


in my estimation, is a mar-plot 
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at least an abominable bore. He stands 

in the exact centre of the orchestra erec- 
-ted >not< nearly half of his figure above the 
stage, having a music-stand with the piece 
before him, and a baton in his hand. 

His back is to the audience. The Signal 

for commencing is given by him, which is 
correct - but then he flourishes his staff 

at every turn (almost every note) of the 
music, over his head, & to one side & 
another, in the most annoying way 
beating time, and in such a manner 

as to force himself on the attention of 
every auditor. This nuisance is not 
confined to the overture alone - but 

is carried on during the whole piece. 

On the stage, and exactly before him, is 
the prompter in his sentry-box. This 

voice is seldom heard but the stage 

lights shew the motions of his arms & 

his every gesture! I note this is to shew the 


customs of foreign Theatres, for such w'd 
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not be endured in England, & it must be long 
ere this annoyance can be overcome 

by an Englishman abroad. Like other 
operas, that of the stranger sets probability 
at defiance. It is a mere vehicle for the 
music, which was good. The German 
sounded much softer than anticipa- 

-ted; but theatres of course accommodate 
the language to the cadences of the 

music, as in English or rench. The single 
songs were much as if sung in English 

by a person who did not articulate cor- 
rectly - that is the exact impression 

felt by me. - It was >the performance of« like many fashion- 
-able English singers who hardly pro- 
-nounce the words, at least not so 

as to be distinguishable at any distance 
from the stage, excepting where a strong 
emphasis is required for some particu- 

-Jar word. The concerted pieces were 
admirably got up, such as in the 

choruses, & at the conclusion of each 

act. Nothing was left to wish for, so far 


as the voices were concerned - & the 
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instrumental parts harmonised with the 
voices, and did not (as in England is often 
the case) usurp the first part, but 
accompanied them. The conductor’s ges- 
-ticulations & knocks alone disturbed 

the toute ensemble - at least, in my 
estimation. Another remark as to 

foreign operas, & I have done. - The 
theatre opened at 1⁄4 before 6, and dismissed about 1⁄2 
past 9 - an admirable arrangement - 

for in Britain, the fashion for 2,3 or 

more pieces fatigues one to the utmost. 
An opera is a sufficient entertainment 

for one evening, & then one can retire 

to rest refreshed & comforted by it - in- 
-stead of as in London, going to bed at 

1 or 2 in the morning, jaded & fatigued 

to the utmost, instead of being exhilarated 
after an evening’s amusement. I must 
however remark that this applies to 
operatic performances only - for in 


Paris and elsewhere, in theatres 


69 


where the regular drama is performed, 
Vaudevilles, Ballets & proceed & succeed 
the trajedy or comedy, as in England, & then 
the same result takes place as else- 

where, in point of fatigue. 
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Monday Aug. 20 Took an early break- 

-fast and started at 12 past 7 for Stras- 
-bourg by our voiture - Nothing partic- 
-ularly worth noticing occurred during this 
route, excepting the magnificent range 

of mountains which bounded the horizon 
on our left & right - and the view of 

the Cathedral of Strasbourg, which we 


Saw at the distance of several leagues. 
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Young married lady then sister, apparently 
German or French, sat opposite us & kenned 
shocked at the conduct of these fellows. 
Luckily we were at the same side of 

the table with the noisiest of them and we 
moved six or eight seats from then, or 

I really believe we wd have been forced 
into a personal quarrel with one or 

other, or perhaps all of them - for such 

a lot of bullies and blusterous ruffians 


I never saw out of the streets of St Giles’, Smithfield of the lowest of the 
streets of London. 


After the due proportion of Continental star- 
ring (with which we had by that time 
become fully accustomed to) they per- 
mitted us at length to much our 

frogs in quiet. In due time our 

horses had rested and we set off from the 
Swan (Cigne) a good enough house, & the 
best in the place. Darmstadt 

is a beautifully situated place, & is the 
residence of the Grand Duke of Hesse - 
Darmstadt. Formerly there was 


a splendid Opera here, which 
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contested the [illegible] with Frankfort. 
Each theatre was a check on the other, 
& the rivalry necessarily produced the 
best musicians & music in all Germany. 
The Duke was a Fantatico per la 
Musica, and actually presided in the 
Orchestra! The whole was got up 

at his expence, & he defrayed all the 
losses which the concern might sus- 
tain, paid the actors &c &c. His 
successor was too poor, & too much of dif- 
-ferent habits to enourage so expensive 
a hobby - & now the natives, whose 
tastes were necessarily highly culti- 
-vated by such a constant treat, must 
content themselves with such companies 
as travel, & with the Frankfort set 
when their season is over - at least 

such of them as do not procure 

better engagments in the provinces. 
This day's ride was extremely 
agreeable. The weather was fine, and 


a good deal of the country thro'- 
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which we passed was very beautiful. We 
did not reach Heidelberg till past 

11 at night, the drive being a very long 
journey for a pair of horses. The Hotel 
(the Prince Charles) was so full that 

they had to procure us lodgings in a 
private family, where we passed a 
comfortable night, but did not get re- 
tired to rest till past midnight. 

Aug. 18. Started before 6 to see the 
magnificent views in this truly splendid 
place. We found our way easily to the 
ruins of the ancient Castle of Heidelberg, 
which are by far the most extensive in 
Germany. This sumptuous palace was 
destroyed by a thunderstorm, and afterward 
by fires, before it was properly repaired; 
& tho' still perfectly repairable, in the 
chief parts, has been permitted to fall 
into perfect ruin. The situation of 

this Palace is perhaps the most command 
-ing in Europe and the scenary is beau 


-tiful beyond expresson. We bought 
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several views of the Ruins, town ézc., to 
preserve our membory of this charming 
spot. As usual, there are abundance 

of Vineyards. Attached to the Castle, 
one of the best & largest botanical 
gardens in Europe is preserved. The 
University here is flourishing, & con- 
-tains a great many students from all 
parts of the world. A number of English, 
Scotch and Irish students reside here. 
Carlsrouhej 

Having gratified our curiousity we 
contracted a new bargain with our driver 
to carry us forward to Carlsrhue 

that evening; which he cleverly performed 
before dark. We dined at Bruetfal 

on the way. 

The avenues to Carlsrhue are perhaps 
the most remarkable & imposing in the 
world. The town is literally cut out of 
the heart of an immense forest, and 

is the residence of the Grand Duke of 
Baden. It took its rise from accident, 

one of the Grand Dukes having in 1715, 
fatigued by the chase in the Forest 
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in the Forest of Hartvald stumbled ona 
lovely spot which he declared he would 
rest, and build a hunting seat. The place 
was called Charles' rest or Carlshouhe, 

and in time gave rise to the lovely town 
which now contains about 20000 in- 
-habitants, and is the most regularly built city 
in the world. To give an idea of the 
magnficence of the approaches to it, 

the alley, or road, thro' which we en- 
-tered it has a row of poplars, up- 

-wards of 100 feet high, & each tree larger 
than I had ever before seen. It extends for 
upwards of three miles & the road is about double 
the breadth of the meadow-walk in 
Edinburgh - or say George Street there. 
The plan of the town was 

digested by Weinbrenner & Arnold two 

of the ablest of modern architects. I may 
generally note, for recollection, that the 
best idea of the place is, that the Palace 

of the Grand Duke is the nucleus 


from which all the numerous 
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streets and avenues take their origin. 
But the best souvenir of this splendid 
town may be had from the Panor- 

-ama, which I greedily purchased to 
imprint the agreeable recollections of the impressions I 
formed of this place. 

Carlsrouhe} Aug. 19. 

Aug.19. Started early and viewed 

the Ducal Palace, thro' which we were 
freely allowed to go. The apartments are 
very gorgeous, abounding with gilding, 
paintings & mirrors. The roofs are pain 
-ted with allegorical figures, gilding ézc 
But Versailles £ many other Shew-houses 
far eclipse this. Our chief object was 

to get the farfamed view from the 

top of the Central tower, where the 
whole City & country lies at one's feet 
like a map. I have seldom 

relished any sight so much. The fi- 
-delity of the Panormana will do much 
to recall the scene. 


The founder of the city lies buried 
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under a pyramid in the centre of the 

great market place, where his remains were deposited 
by his special request. 

Baden.) 

Highly delighted with Carlsrouhe, 

we departed at 9 a.m. for Baden 

which also lies within this large Duchy, 

& reached it at 2 p.m. in time for the second 
or fashionable Table d'hote, as the invalids 
dine at 1 pm. There was nothing worthy 
of remark on the line of road, which, 

until within a mile of Baden, is sing 
-gularly uninteresting; the first portion 

of it being thro' the Forest of Hartfelt, 

and newly cleared ground, & the latter 
part very bare. - On our arrival, 

we decked ourselves for dinner éz the 
public promenade at the wells, which 
presented a singularly gay scene, for 
besides the gentry, there was an im- 
-mense concourse of country lads & 


lasses in their Sunday's costumes, many 
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of whom were very handsome & all of them 
very merry. The Table d'hote was well 
attended, & numbered several nobility & 
foreign officers of rank, with a very small 
sprinkling of English, chiefly of the highest 
grade. After dinner, we adjourned to 

the public-walks, which were crowded 
to excess. The broad walk was filled 

with booths full of all sorts of tempta 
-tions, in the way of trinkets, prints, toys 
&c &c. We brought a few things by way 
of memoranda, & took "the long tour" 

of all the walks. In the upper part 

are reading rooms, gaming tables, cafes, 
bookshops, & a theatre, the music of 
which we heard coming from the 
orchestra, who were playing some 

very stormy opera - but the clouds 
gathering, I sounded the retreat, & we 
we just in time to save a 


Thunder-plump. In the course 
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of our walk, we met in a travelling 
carriage some of the ladies of the family 
of Baden, who acknowledged our salu 
-tation, & appeared to recognise us as 
the same travellers who saluted them 
from a cabriolet near Carlsrouhe 

some days previously. By the way 

in all these parts of the Continent, it 

is usual for all travellers to acknow 
-ledge each other, in passing o nthe 
public road, by taking off the hat and 
bowing, especially where ladies are 

of the party. It is rather agreeable 

than annoying, when you perceive 
the motive to arise from such ap- 
-parent politeness & bonhomie. The 
strong contrast of English manners 
seems very rough & boorish - for even 
when forced into juxta-position in 
public rooms, they look as sour as 


[illegible] at each other, whether 
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fellow-country man or otherwise. I cer- 
-tainly prefer the foreign mode - for 

even taking the surliest view of the 
matter, it is agreeable to the feelings of 
both parties, & tens to promote good-will 
towards our fellow men, of whatever 
country or religion. The universal 
politeness of the common people abroad seems 
to result very much from the practice 

of this custom - At home they (the English) alike 
scowl on the rich, who they are thus 
trained up to envy or perhaps hate, 

and on their fellow-boors, especially 
those of a different district or even village. 
Baden seems to be a place where 

the wealthy can while away their 

time, & get rid of their cash fully 

as well as at an English watering 

place. The Society is doubtless very differ- 
-ent, but the animus to game is to 

the full as universal. Ladies as well 


as gentlemen frequent the public 
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gaming houses, as well as the private 
gambling tables - and when once fairly 
inoculated, are said to be more reck- 

-less in their play than the other sex. 

We had not the curiousity to call at 

any of these places - especially, as the 
evening was Sunday - & besides we had to pack 
up & be off early on the following mor- 
-ning by our Voiture to Strasbourg. 

The virtues of the baths are said 

to be considerable, in cases of gout, rhu- 
-matism, scrofula &c - but we did not go to 
the springs, & had no curiousity to send 
for the water, having had excellent wine! 
It was known to the Romans (as the 
Civitas Aurelia agnensis) who frequented 
the hot springs & formed baths. Baden 
(which by the way signifies merely "Bath" 
is very beautifully situated under the 
shades of a hill, & is surrounded by 


mpountains, of which Mount Mercury 
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or the Staufen is the most remarkable. 

The upper parts are covered with woods 

to the very top, & the lower partions contain 
pastures & cornlands of very rich quality. 

It is very snugly situated & some people 
winter there owing to the salubrity of 

the climate - & we were informed that 
occasionally English gentlemen remain 


for the purpose of wolf and wild boar hunting during the severity of 
winter. 


The heat of the springs run from 

37 1/2 to 51 of Reamur being 117 to Fahren- 
-heit. 

Strasbourg; Aug. 20. 

Monday Aug. 20. Took an early break- 
-fast and started at 1/2 past 7 for Stras. 
-bourg in our voitures. Nothing partic- 
-ularly worth noticing occurred during this 
route, excepting the magnificent range 

of mountains which bounded the horizon 
on our left and right - and the view of 

the Cathedral of Strasbourg, which we 


saw at the distance of several leagues. 
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A very large bridge of boats stretches across the 
Rhine near Kehl. Here there is a double ex- 
-hibition of passports on leaving the German 
territories & on entering France. On the opposite 
bank our luggage was turned out, & our 
passports re-examined & marked - again on 
crossing the glacis, they were retained until 
viseed. 

Strasbourg is a large & rather regularly 

built town, strongly fortified by numerous 
works, being a frontier town of France, with 

a population of above 50,000. After having 
dined, we walked over a great part of it - 

but, as the evening was too far advanced, 

we delayed ascending the great Tower of 

the Cathedral &c until the next morning. The Ill 
is navigable here for boats, & the Bruche 

also runs thro’ the town in sev’! streams, 

along with branches of the great canal 

of the Rhine, which owing to the numerous 
rapids is not practicable for many 

leagues. It commences here, & is of con- 


-siderable length, which may be found in 
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geographical works. I have no opportunity 

of ascertaining this correctly. 

21st Aug. 21, Tuesday - Rose early, and 
ascended the great spire of Strasburg, which is 
one of the highest in the world, being 490 
French feet high, & 880 feet above the level 

of the sea! It is only 30 feet lower than the 
highest of the Pyramids of Egypt, & therefore 
the highest in Europe, for the height of St 
Peter's in Romeis only 428, that of Vienna 

425, Hospital of Invalids 324, St Pauls 319, 
Milan 238, & Notre Dame at Paris 204. 

The view is extremely splendid, & the 

morning being very clear, the Panoramic 

effect was excellent. No one can form 

an adequate idea of the sensation experienced 
in such an ascent who has not attempted it. 

The whole of the staircases being built spirally 
with open-work of most delicate structure. Even 
the first ascent to the great platforms is ac- 
-complished by many with the greatest difficulty 
owing to vertigo, & the feeling of being unsupported 
on a pinnacle in the open air, & at an im- 
-mense height from the ground - but very few 


can achieve the entire ascent. Having gone 
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half way up the stalle of the spire, George got 
so giddy & uncomfortable that he had [crossed out] 
to abandon the talk & fairly called a halt, 

& shut his eyes till I came down again. 

The previous travelling had obliterated the 
vertigo to which I am subject in such situ- 
-ations & I went as far as the keepers per- 
-mit strangers to go. The slender stone pillars 
bound by pieces of iron bar, communicate 
no feeling of security, & literally one experi- 
-ences the idea of being placed on the top - 

- most pinnacle of a steeple, without any 
support but holding by the rod! The view 
was singularly extended, and we descended 
highly delighted with our trip - but George 
was not comfortable till once more on 

the pavement. There are 635 steps to the top. 
The portals of this Cathedral are of 
extremely florid worksmanship. The length 
of the nave is 244 feet - that of the 

choir 111 Y feet, making the entire length 
355 1% feet. The breadth of the nave is 

132 feet & of the choir 67. The windows 
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are extremely magnificient, & are so high 
that flying buttresses & arches are requisite to 
support them. Many of them are exquisitely 
painted, they are of great antiquity. The 
length of the side aisles is 313 % feet. 
Immediately above the grand centre 

portal is a window in the form of a 

rose or marigold, of stained glass, of great 
antiquity, which entirely eclipses that 

of York, the largest I had previously 

seen. At first light, owing to the harmo- 
-nious proportions, I had no idea of the 
immense size of this window, which is 

135 1^ feet within the glass & consequently, 
Above 45 ft in diameter. 

Having purchased a description of Stras- 
-bourg & its curiosities, I refer to it for 
recollection of the other objects of interest. 
Among the rest, we saw the Church of 

St Thomas, where the celebrated Monu- 
-ment of Marischall Saxe by 


Pigal is erected, & sev’! other tombs and 
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and sculptures. - Having contracted with 
our voiturier to carry us forward to Fri- 
-bourg, we made haste to depart, which 

we did shortly after 9. 

The route to Fribourg rendered it ne- 
-cessary for us to retrace our steps across 

the Rhine & from thence to Kehl, after 
which the road is extremely devious and 
serpentine, leading through fields & commons 
and thro’ scenery of no interest, until we 
reached Dinglingen Near the ancient 

Castle of Mahlberg & the Abbey of Schullern 
about which part of the road thro'the scen- 
-ery becomes fine. We dined at Dinglin- 
-gen, & pressed forward, expecting to make 
Fribourg by 9 or 10 at night - but 

our horses knocked up, & over slept at 
Emendingen, a small town about three 
leagues from Fribourg, near to which 


are the views of Hochbourg or Hochberg 
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one of the largest castles in Germany, after 
that of Heidelberg (see p.72 &c) 

we here consoled ourselves with a 

most excellent supper, in which we sadly 
exceeded - for, after roasted fowl, cold roasted 
veal &c, and when we thought feast 

was over, in popped the most charming 

leg of venison I ever saw, dressed to a 

nicety! - It was necessary to recommence 
supper, € each of us took several jolly 

slices, & having finished our wine during 

the debate, called for a bottle of 

Champagne Mosseux [Mousseux], which was ex- 
-cellent! Digestion was not much 

awanting to such travellers, & our sleep was found. 
22nd Aug't Weds. - Started at 6 

and reached Fribourg in time for 

a late breakfast - after which visited 

the cathedral, which is built after 

the model of Strasbourg & founded in 1122 
and has a very handsome spire 356 Paris 


feet high. There are many statues 
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but few good pictures in the Church, which can- 
-not for a moment bear comparison with 

that of Strasbourg, after which it is evident- 

-ly copied - for the stile is very peculiar. 
Fribourg is situated very agreeably 

at the foot of the Black Forest, and has 

the advantages of the river Dreysam [Dreisam]. 
the chief attractions are the Douane 

curious ancient building, in the Gothic 

stile; a remarkable fountain in the 

fish market, bearing a statue in memory 

of the founder of the town (1118) Berthold 

III of Zähringhen & of the University, which 
seems to be very well attended. 

Here our Voiturier wished to con- 

-tinue with us in our tour thro’ Swit- 

-zerland and was grievously vexed be- 

-cause we wd. not accept of his services, 

out of humanity to his horses, which had 
drawn us several hundred miles (from 


Frankfurt, since 16th Augt.) We therefore 
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looked about us for another & at length 
bargained with another Voiturier to 
drive us to Schaffhausen, which we 
knew to be an extremely difficult road, 
requiring fresh & strong horses. 

our new man started with us shortly 
after mid-day, from the Hotel de Poste, 
where we were well served. The day 
was sultry & louring, and I looked forward to 
a regular thunder storm before a few 
hours had past. Our route was rugged 
and disagreeable until we entered the 
stupendous scenery of Hollenthal (that 
is the Valley of Hell, or rather Hall’s glen) 
and here the rain came down upon 

us in torrents. Moreau made his 
famous retreat thro’ this pass in 1796. 
here the character of Swiss scenery 
may be said to commence - at least 
here the traveller gets the first taste 

of it - for the mountains which close 


in upon both sides of this gloomy, but 
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grand scenery, are most rugged & stupendous, 
and their heights are exaggerated by means 

of the very narrow pass thro’ which the 
traveller surveys their summits, which ne- 
-vertheless are cloathed to the very top 

with firs & oaks & at occasional breaks 

pasture of the most exquisite verdure. 

we halted at Steigden to bait [feed & water] our 
horses & dine, during which time the 

weather moderated; & ere we had finished, 
the sun shone out in splendour - but 

a certain milky tint at 

the horizon warned me that all 

was not over - considering the place, 

our fare was pretty good, but high, and 

our host vastly civil - the amt. Of our 

bill was doubled by our ignorantly ask- 

-ng for a wine which was dirt cheap 

a few days journey from thence, but was 

not their vin de pays - which gave 


us a lesson (which indeed we casu- 
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-ally observed before that time - always 
To drink the wines of the country thro’ 
Which we passed, taking care to ask 
For the finest quality. 

After leaving the Inn, the road 

leads up the face of a very steep hill, 
where, tho’ we walked & our carriage 
was a light cabriolet, we required 

200/1 horses to drag it up. This abrupt 
ascent once pained, we drove along 

at a pretty good space, passing the 

lake of Titi - and again, at a few 

miles farther, we ascended a still 
higher hill, where the horses (strong & 
heavy animals) cd. With great diffi- 
-culty & with the assistance of a large 
Draught horse ascend; long ere which 
Time, the sun had set, & the night looked 
Very louring. Fortunately, however, 
We got to our journey’s end safely, about 
10 o'clock & were no sooner housed 


Than a tremendous thunderstorm 
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threatened to batter the house about 

our ears. The rain was fearfully heavy - 
[and] the inn rather “suspicious” - like, in 
its appearance - mine host a dark and 
ruffianly personage, & the voices of some 
boisterous peasants in the kitchen - In 
short, the whole strongly reminded me of 
some of the scenes in Mrs Radcliffe's Ro- 
-mance of the Forest, & such like perform- 
-ances. We were ina large, odd - looking 
hall up stairs, with a low oak roof 

& floor - singular pictures, a crucifix 

&c. Our beds were curtainless, and placed 
in the extreme corners of the room; which 


besides the door, had another communica- 


-ting with a separate apartment >none of< which had 


any fastening! - I put my sinews into oper- 
-ation, & pinned up the door, as I best 
could - & to add to the situation, we had 
hardly been a half an hour in bed 

till both doors were gently tried & 
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whisperings >were< heard. Whether the lads really 
meditated to rob us in a quiet way, or 

not, I know not - but these impressions 

did not much improve our sleep - & it 


was several hours before all was quiet. 


Schaffhausen -} 23 Augft. 

23 Augt. Thursday - Started shortly after 

5 roused our driver, breakfasted, & were 

off about 6 by the way of Stühlingen &c 

and reached Schaffhausen in time 

for a late dinner, Here we had a splendid 
view of “the blue Rhine” - for here it is 

of the deepest azure, in other parts it is 
almost green and towarda the mountains 

&c even at Strasbourg it is white. A 

bridge goes across the river at the town 
where a good view is had of many of 

the rapids. The whole banks are covered 
with mills >for driving the machinery< of various works, & numerous 
dye works. Having wandered about 

the town & bought from the principal 

print shop some specimens of Swiss costume, 


scenery &c, we retired to our Hotel (Couronne) 
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where we made ample amends for former 
defects in the way of sleep. This house is 

very well conducted, and we had every reason 
to be satisfied with the fare & civil conduct 

of all concerned. By the way, there was 

a fair here which lasted for some days, & 

gave us an >early< opportunity of seeing a great 
variety of costumes of the peasantry, who 


flocked into town to buy & sell. 


24 Aug. Friday. The morning was 

dull, & it had rained much during the 
night. As soon as it grew lighter after 
breakfast, we sallied forth with our um- 
-brellas to see the falls of the Rhine, 

as to which our curiosity was renewed 

to the utmost pitch. Having discussed 
with a proffered guide, we took the road 
as directed, vainly hoping to reach the 
place amongst “people of a strange tongue” 
who cd. Not understand a syllable of what 
we said. By dint of direction & mis- 


-direction, we walked for several hours 
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under as refreshing a shower of rain as 
private Gentlemen cd. Desire, and in the 
long-run both saw & felt the water fall! 

at length we met a man who understood 
a few words of French, who pointed out 
the road, informing us at same time we 
had only % of an hour to walk and then 
we w’d be at the fall! In exculpation 

of our fellow, be it known that the proper 
mode of visiting this great & stupendous 
wonder of nature (excepting Niagara the 
largest in the world) is to cross the river 
which winds extremely near Schaffhausen, 
going by the opposite bank - see the fall, 
then recross by a boat beneath the fall, 

& return the other side. In crossing 

the country we were repeatedly turned in 
the wrong direction to or from the 

river thro” the stupidity of the peasantry 
$ our ignorance of their patois - but 

at length, to our joy, we saw it in all 


it's glory! When we reached the cataract 


Schaffhausen] 96 24 Aug 


(which by the way is only a leaugue in direct 
distance from the town) the sky had got 
somewhat clearer. We descended the bank 
at the castle of Lausen, and from various 
points of view saw the immense flood roaring 
over its rocky bed. At night the fall 

is heard nearly 3 leagues off. A road is cut 

in the rock on which the castle is built 

and by passing along a frail wooden 
scaffolding one sees the entire river im- 
-petuously rolling over the rocks. By 

going to the extremity, the water ac- 

-tually falls over the spectator. There 

I stood in silent delight. Instead of feeling 
terror-struck, as I have heard many speak 

of, it was to me a feeling of pure and 
unmingled admiration - & as the wind 

did not set inwards, a very small portion 

of the spray fell on me. But, in that 

respect I was quite above your holy- 


day traveller, who dandified & in 
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[illegible] order surveys the fall at a 
respectable distance, lest his collar or 
waistcoat sh'd be damped! I was well 
soaked to the skin, & a little more wet was 
neither here nor there - but rather was 

a refreshment. - having seen all the 
wonders of the place, in every variety 

of situation, we made a signal for a 

bout & shortly afterwards shot across 

to the appropriate side, where we entered 
the Camera-obscura tower & had 

a new view such as is usually drawn 

& engraved by artists. George here 

Got a specimen of Rhine diamonds for a 
stud to his shirt, & also for souvenir we 
both bought some other trifles of views &c. 
After having got brandy & water, we 
posted back to the Hotel & soused our- 
-selves in tubs, changing every rag 

& then had a hearty dinner & felt 

no inconvenience from our ducking. 


This practice I always observed & wt. same result. 
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25 Aug. Saturday. Having packed up 

our baggage to be put by the Roulage (an es- 
-tablishment like that of our carriers) to Gene- 
-va, and seen all the lions of the place, 

we settled our bill, and hired a voituriere 

to Zurich. The road possesses little interest, 
excepting at intervals, until the traveller 
comes within sight of the mountains, some 
leagues from Zurich, when it gradually 
becomes more sublime until at the heights 
above the town the stupendous mass of 
glaciers & lofty mountains burst at once 

on his view. We dined at a mean vil- 

-lage called Bülach. The whole of the villages 
on this line of road are execrably filthy, 

even beyond Scottish or Irish nastiness, - but 
to do them justice, nothing is lost - and 
around their dwellings are carefully pre- 
-served for the fields - especially the drink, 
which is piously ladled up over 
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the rest from time to time, to hasten the 
process of putrifaction. Home, “sweet home”! 
is by no means to be envied. About 

Yths of the peasantry have goitres, scrofu- 
-lous opthalmia, seald-heads & other 
loathsome diseases, chiefly arising, I firmly 
believe, from their odious filth. We 

reached Zurich before sun-set, and having 
previously dined, immediately hired a boat 
sailed on the lake for a couple of hours 

in one of the most charming evenings that 
one cd. wish for. I chose for our bed- 

-room “the cask-loft”, where the view is 
the most magnificent in the town. 

Our hotel was L'Epee (The Sword) by far 
the best both as a residence & as a “meat- 
-house" - for their table d'hote was ex- 
-cellent. Having dined at 1 o'clock, 

we joined the supper table at 9, which 

in fact was a regular full dressed dinner 
with soup, fish, joints, mader dishes, pastry, & a 


dessert! This vice the Germans are 
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particularly addicted to - indeed they seem 
to be the greatest gluttons in Europe if 

we except the Greenlanders & Northerns 

of Russia &c. They seem to be constantly 
eating for, after breakfast they have a 

basket with grub when going excursions 
(tho’ they dine at 1 or 2) they have coffee 

to their pipes after dinner, & after 

their >dressed< supper they must have more liquid 
to quench their pipe again. I half 

suspect they take a quiet snack of some- 
-thing cold, when in bed, lest they sh'd 
starve before morning! 

26th Aug't - Sunday - We set forth to 

go to Church, hearing that there was a Pro- 
-testant French Minister. When fairly seated 
in the body of the Church, where we had fol- 
-lowed a lady from our hotel, on looking 

up, a Minister was vociferating a large 
prayer out of a written quarto book, in 


the most guttural German, or Swiss; 
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and moreover, I perceived that George & I were 
the only males in the body of Church, 

all the men being in Galleries! The Min- 

-ister held forth from the centre of the 
font-gallery, which had an odd effect, and 
another side of the same gallery seemed 

ready to jump into his place when he 

had roared himself out of breath. It 

appeared >the sort of thing< with a gaelic sermon 
I once heard. The merit of the preacher 

seems to be measured by the depth & strength 
of his lungs. On getting out, we retur- 

-ned to our Hotel, & wrote some letters 

till dinner was ready, & afterwards 

finished them. As soon as the Churches 

sealed we resumed our sails on the 

lake till sunset. In all our wan- 

-derings in Switzerland, we have seen 

no lake to equal Zurich, in point 

of Beauty & varied scenery. 

This Evening we also went on the 


ramparts, whence there is a charming 
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view of the glacier, & neighbouring moun- 
-tains, which are too numerous to no- 

-tice, as they embrace many of the highest 

in Switzerland. 

The lake of Zurich is, to my taste, 

the most uniformally beautiful & sublime in 
Switzerland. Notwithstanding of its great size, 
(being 10 leagues long) it is so situated as to 
form as it were a succession of smaller lakes, 
from the serpentine turns it takes - and, 
fortunately for its symmetry, it is in no 

place above 1 Y leagues >broad<. To one unnacus- 
-tomed to the light of such large pieces 

of water these dimesions appear to be 
exaggerated, especially as the lake is on 

all sides surrounded by the most stupen- 
-dous mountains - those in front of the 

town being almost all of immense height 

& all the remote ones are glaciers. From 
these circumstances, the views are extremely 
diversified, & from every new station there is 
an entire change of features in the senery. 


Fortunately for us the weather was of 
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enchanting brilliancy, and we lost no part 

of the day or evening, in quest of the picturesque 
-put I must confess my favourite mode was 
to sail on the lake. The expense of aquatic 
trips is very moderate & fixed by tariff. 

The boats are exceedingly neat, clean & all have 
awnings with a little table in the centre, 

So as to loll upon, to sketch, write, or take 
refreshment. At every dozen strokes of the 
oars new points of view occur, especially 

in the scenery of the right & left banks, which 
are studded with vineyards, villas, towns, 

& villages. To give an idea of the populous- 
-ness of the banks of this charming lake, 
there are 18 parishes around the margins, 
peopled by above 35,000 souls! There were 
formerly 24 castles, of which only 3 or 4 now 
remain, the rest having given way to the 
progress of cultivation. The vines appear 

To be extremely healthy, & when we were 
there, were well formed, but the vintage 

does not take place till October. I now 

regret that we tore ourselves so soon 


from this exquisite place - but we can 
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-tainly saw and enjoyed all that strangeness 
in so short a time could experience - & 

few have been so extremely fortunate in 
point of weather, which was most brilliant, 
one of the most favourite sails is to Hurden 
which is some leagues from the town, 

-but parties who do so must occupy 

an entire day, taking care to land at 

sev'l spots, for views &c - and in fact 

it is best to return by land, to vary 


the scenery. 


Zug.) 27 Aug. 

27th Aug. Monday. Having resolved to 
depart to day our pedestrian pilgrim- 
-mage thro' Switzerland, we started early, 
fortified with oil-skin cloaks, which we 
buckled above our knapsacks & our um- 
-brellas, in case of a change of weather, 

& if necessary to protect us from the sun. 
As our route was to Zug by way of 
Mount Albis we took advantage of 
another sail on the lake to Kirchberg, about 


a league onwards, which we reached 
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in good stile. Our boatman only understood 
Swiss, but pointed out the direction of our 
Road, as he best could, & afterwards we were 
put to rights by some country people, who 
each had their own views of the matter, 
haranguing upon the excellency of their 
track, which as may be guessed led us 

a pretty dance by dirt of the “near cuts” 
which travellers ought most religiously 

to avoid - But alack a day! We had no 

such way to go by - &the bye ways were so 
entangled among plantations, brushwood 
&c that only a dog’s nose cd. have aided 

us - provided always said dog cd. smell 
out the village we wanted. At length, 
however we got to the bridge which con- 
-ducts to the ascent of Mt. Albis, where 

we fortunately arrived, pretty well blown 
by 1 o'clock. The height of this mountain 

is very considerable, from the auberge, 
which is situated at the top of the ascent, 
(one of the most rapid in these parts) there 
is a splendid view of the lake & adjacent 


countries. We dined here, to recruit our- 
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ourselves, & prepare for the rest of our fatiguing 
march, and not having a guide, we were 
fair to resume the road, to prevent our 
being detained at Zug all night, as there 

is nothing worthy of detaining a tra- 

-veller. We passed by the Durlor - Sea, a 
small lake; and after a brisk walk 

reached Zug before sunset, where having 
taken some wine we embarked on the 

Lake of Zug, which is vastly inferior to 

the other Swiss lakes in point of scenery. 

It is 4 leagues long & one league broad - but 
the country is bare & tame on one side, 

& the hills on the other are singularly un- 
-interesting. At the very extremity is si- 
-tuated the village of Art, which we reached 
about 8 Y at night. 


It is from this station that the stupen - 
-dous Rigi is ascended, for in itself the 
village is dirty & mean in the extreme. 
Having supped, we went to bed shortly after 
10, to prepare for our start and ascent 


next morning. 
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Rigi 


Aug 28th Tuesday. Rose before daybreak 
got our horses ready & breakfasted at 1⁄2 past 
5. the morning was most splendid, and 

was the best for 15 days preceding - for, during 
almost all that time, the Rigi had been 
covered with mist. Our host at Mt Albis 

told us, that from the last change of the 
moon, & certain mountain phenomena, 

we sh'd have splendid weather for at least 

3 or 4 days, and most probably for a 
fortnight, if the weather did not prove foggy 
after the expire of that time. The boatman 
said the same, & on the faith of it we secured 
our horses before retiring to rest, altho’ it 
was then a drench of rain! 

The entire ascent of this lofty moun- 

-tain is rapid in the extreme, many 

parts of it being steps cut in the rock - 

and it is neither safe nor profitable to 
attempt the ascent without a guide. Our 
horses were heavy animals sho’d with 

sharp “caulkers” before & behind, longer 


& stronger than the “frosting” used in Scotland 
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during a snow storm. There are three spikes before 
$ two behind on each shoe and, to do justice 
to the animals, they were nearly as sure 
footed, and certainly as steady tho’ less active 
than the mules which we afterwards 

used at the Col de Bahne, on leaving Cha- 
-mouni. 

This immense mountain, which is 

4,403 feet above the lake of Lucerne, and 
5,723 above the sea, is no less than ten 
leagues in circumference, and besides im- 
-mense flocks of sheep & goats feeds & 

3,000 cattle during summer, and has 

the deepest & the best pasture to the very 
top. At the back of the auberge erected 
within 50 feet of the summit, numerous 
cattle were browsing, each furnished with 

a bell round its neck, & every sheep & 

goat is decorated in the same manner, 

from the size of hand dinner-bells to that 

of the smallest table-bells, & of every vari- 
-ety of sound. The effect is very agreeable 


especially in solitary places, & in a still 
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evening when the whole hills & valleys 
resound with the tinkling from the sum- 
-mit of the highest rocks, down to the 

sides of the rivulets which enter the mea- 
-dows in every direction. This, however, 

is the custom throughout Switzerland & the 
Savoy, and is far from annoying, as it 

lends life to the stillest & wildest portions 
of the country. The cattle are too distant 
from each other & from the hearer to render 
sounds noisy or discordant - but is 
altogether new & agreeable to every visitor, 
& the novelty does not lose its effect by 
repetition. 

The ascent was so very abrupt, or as 

the French term it “rapide”, that we had 
very often to dismount & allow the horses to 
clamber up, as directed by the guides, who 
shout & talk to them the whole way, 

to encourage them. There are num- 

-erous stations for resting by the way, 

and the Capuchins who have a Hospice 
near the top, where a few of them re- 

-main all the winter, have taken ad- 


-vantage of the wearied travellers seeking 
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by erecting for the use of the good Catholic, 
crosses with paintings representing every 
stage of our Saviour's trial, scourging, cru- 
-cifixion &c &c and these are judicious- 

-ly placed at stations where the traveller 

is exhausted by his exertions, & the ex- 
-treme rapidity of the ascent. 

From one part of the mountain, 

before turning into the valley which leads 
to the Hospice &c a view is had of the 
frightful devastation which took place 

of the village of Goldau [crossed out] aw- 
-fully celebrated by the sad catasrophe 
which took place Sep. 2, 1806, by the pass 
of one of the summits of the mountain 

of Roussiberg or Rossberg called Gni- 
-penspitz. This dreadful event hap- 
-pened about 5 o'clock in the evening, after 
a long fall of heavy rains, when the 

soil, lying upon a sloping stratum of 

flat free stone, was precipitated into the 


valley below, burying beneath its im 
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-mense debris the villages of Goldau, 
Boulingen and Rothen, and also nu- 
-merous houses of Lowertz. The height 
from which this prodigious mass fell 
was 900 feet, carrying with it huge rocks, 
and the entire soil of that part of the 
mountain, which was hurled over the 
devoted villages & filled up a third part 
of the lake of Lowertz, the waters of 
which rushed back & carried devastation 
as far as Seewen. The noise was 

heard at Geneva like that of distant 
thunder, & a shock was felt as of an 
earthquake! 450 souls were crushed 

to death & buried, & of 350 who survived 
74 owed their safety to a swift flight. 
Only 14 were recovered from the ruins 
and great numbers were wounded. All 
were reduced to abject misery & begging. 
The entire loss was estimated at the 

sum of 2500,000 Swiss francs. Only 

423 head of cattle were buried. 
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Almost the whole of this valley, which 
was formerly described as beautiful and 
riante (smiling) is now a mass of rocks 

& rubbish, & the bald and frowning Rossberg is al- 
-most destitute of pasture - lending to 
the entire picture hopeless desolation & 
miserable poverty. A few straggling 
huts mark the site of the ruined vil- 
lages. 

From Art to the Hospice of the Capu- 
-chins is 3 leagues of ascent and there 
many travellers rest till next day, as four 
good auberges the | Beuf, the Cheval Blanc, 
the Soleil & the Couroune have been 
erected for the accomodation of the 
numerous travellers who visit the 
Rigi. We had previously taken a cup 
of milk at a chalet, & felt no dispo- 
-sition to halt, & so continued our rugged 
course. The remainder of the ascent 
is by no means so formidable, being 


much more gradual. 
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The religious among the peasantry 
make many pilgrimages to the altars on 
this mountain, especially on Sep. 8 the 
nativity of the Virgin, to whom a Chapel 
is erected, termed “Notre Dame des Neiges” 
on the vigils & even of the greater feasts, 
crowds flock to this chapel. But in 
winter, the Monks hardly see a human 
face, excepting when a hardy moun- 
-taineer armed with his pole éz circles 
for his feet, as in Lapland, adventures 

to greet the Friars. Of course all the 
auberges & chalets are closed up before 
the storm approaches, & are not opened 
till the return of Spring, when travellers 
once more begin to move about. 

Of all the various summits of 

this wonderful mountain the most 
remarkable, the highest, is what is 

called Rigi-Kuln - tho’ from all 

of them (which it w’d take many 

days to visit) commanding & various 


views are to be had of a great 
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portion of Switzerland, that is of moun- 
-tains situated in most of the Cantons. 
The distance from the hospice to the summit 
of the Kulm is 1 league, making the entire 
ascent 4 Swiss leagues! 

Immediately under the Kuln there 

is an excellent auberge (wooden) having 
its roof loaded with great stones, as 

is usual even in the valleys near to the 
loftiest mountains, to prevent the whole 
concern being torn up by the roots & 
feathered like dust before the storms, 
which often visit such exalted dwel- 
-lings. Many strangers sleep on the 

top, at this auberge, for the luxury of 
seeing sun-rise & sun-set, which are 
described to be the finest sights in na- 
-ture at an elevation of nearly 6000 

feet above the level of the sea. There have 
occasionally been 60 beds made down 


at this Inn besides those who slept 
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at an auberge about half a mile further 
down, & at the four auberges near the 
Hospice! Besides seats erected near 

the edge of the Kuln, there has lately 
been constructed a square wooden 
platform about 15 or 20 feet high, from 
which the most advantageous & extended 
view is to be obtained - for very few can 
have the hardihood to lie all along 

on the face, with the head projected forwards, 
& gaze over the frightful chasm 

which yawns beneath, 4,356 feet in 
depth! This is perhaps the most 
stupendous precipice in the world, & 

at all hazards I was determined to 

try the experiment, which I achieved 
-put my flesh creeps while I note 

that owing to my mountain excur- 
-sions I felt little annoyed, but 

merely placed my hat in a safe 

place, lest it shd. drop over & carry 


its master after it, in his attempt 
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snatch it. There is likewise on the 
summit an immense wooden cross 
which to a good eye is visible from 

the Lake, and with Dolland's best 
telescope from Zurich! 

To give an idea of the extent 

of the view which is to be had from 

the Rigi - Kuln, >I now briefly note< that to the East & North 
one sees as far as Swabia, the Jura 

range as far as Bienne, the moun- 

-tains of Emmenthal, Entlebuch, 

mount Pilatus lies opposite to it, & 

rears his immense dark masses over 

the lake of Lucerne, being 7,080 feet 
high. The chain of the high Alps which 
stretch Southwards as far as Santis in 

the Appenzell, and the Jungfrau in 

the Canton of Berne (12,872 feet high). 
Within this immense horizon the Can 
-tons of Lucerne, Unterwalden, Zug, Sch- 


-witz, Zurich & Argovia - the moun- 
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-tains of the Cantons of Appenzell, St. Gall, 
Thurgovia, Schaffhausen, Soleure, 

Bale, Berne, Uri & Grisons are clearly 
visible. No less than 14 lakes are 
likewise seen, viz. Louertz, Zug, 

Egeri, Durlersee, Sempach, Heideck, 
Hallwyl, Mauen, Zurich, & Constance 
and with the innumerable towns & villages with 
[with] their banks are so thickly studded. 
Among the other wonders of the 

place the guides shew a fissure in the 
very edge of the mountain which every 
shower threatens to send roaring down 
to the valley beneath. By throwing 

down a large stone & looking carefully 
above 1000 feet down (to do which you 
must lie over the very brink & upon 

the top of the fissure!) after about a 
minute you perceive it emerge & roll 
down to the bottom, carrying with it 
lighter debris which has fallen from 


time to time, from the same cause, 
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Which has occasioned the fissure viz 

the crumbling nature of that part of 

the rock, which seems to be a kind 

of Argillaceous schistus. I w'd by no 
means attempt the like again, for the 
very weight of the superincumbent mass 
is enough to detach it from the rest of 
the mountain. Happily, there is no 
village underneath that part of the 
mountain, sh’d such a fall take place, 
but it wd. greatly injure the beautiful 
pastures é probably destroy many goats 
& cattle. 

Having fully satiated ourselves, 

and taken such fare as the auberge 

cd. afford we bought a few memoran- 
-da or souveniers of the place, paid off 
our guides, & armed ourselves with poles 
such as are indispensable on these 
mountains, being nearly 6 feet high 


& tapering from the middle to the top 
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for the sake of assuring a firmer grasp 
and well shod at the extremity with 
Iron spikes, about 1 1⁄2 inch long. We 
were on the way down, when one of 
our guides offered to conduct us on our 
road as far as Kussnacht, which 

is situated on the Lake of Lucerne « 
carry our knapsacks for 3 or 4 francs. 
This was too good an offer & as we had 
experienced the difficulty of finding out 
byepaths in Switzerland, we took him 
along with us, and after great labour 
finished our difficult descent, in pretty 
good stile. The heat was intense & on our 
reaching Kussnacht we had to wait 

for about an hour for a boat with two 
oars - but half suspected a trick on 

the part of the hotel keeper, who, as 
usual, was master of all the boats 

on that part of the lake. To nick 

him, we took not a morsel, having 


fed at Rigi-Kuln, and contented 
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ourselves with an appeal to our pocket 
flasks, mingled with water from the 
Lake! - At length a boat was 

procured and we reached Lucern 

in time for a late dinner, having left 

our passport at the gate to be marked. 

In the evening we had a high 

treat in the shape of a German opera, 
being Weber's Preciosa, & a precious mess 
they made of it! Especially, the fellow 
who performed the lover & hero of 

the piece. The natives were highly 
delighted with the singing, acting, & or- 
-chestra, which were all magnificent 
-but our fatigues & the overpowering 
nature of the music & singing induced 
us to depart after the second act. I 

need hardly say we slept without 
"rocking" - but we certainly had rocking 


enough & to spare throughout the 
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day. Our peculiarity of the Aigle d'or 
where we lodged was the head waiter, 
who is one of the most intelligent and 
best educated in his class in any 
country; tho' like his countrymen, 

rather brusque éz familiar. After 

some time & using him civilly, seeing 
his view, he told us his history, which 

is rather singular. His father is the 

chief Inn Keeper in Lucerne, & a wealthy 
man, who, seeing his son a lad of quick 
parts, determined to educate him to the 
profession of the Law. He therefore gave 
him an University education of the 

first description, which has enabled 

him to speak German, French, Latin, 
Italian, & a little English, which last he reads 
fluently, and Hebrew. Having gone 
thro' his Academical studies, he was 
articled to a solicitor, and was pretty 

far advanced in his knowledge of the 


law, when too close application, and 
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a bad habit of pressing his chest on the 
desk while writing (arising originally from 
near sightedness) brought on a pulmonary 
complaint, & inflammation. The physician 
consulted by his father advised his aban- 
-doning all sedentary occupations to save 
him from consumption, which was form- 
-ing & desired that he shd. retire to his na- 
-tive air, and he kept from hand study 

&c. his father’s increasing prosperity 
induced him to get his son to keep his 
books, & manage his cash affairs; which 
the young man did to such purpose, that 
his father adopted him as his partner 

with an entire command of the concern. 
-et voila - he found it both best & 

most profitable to act as chief waiter 
where he has both the perquisites of 

office & has an eye on domestics 

and guests at all hours. Such are 

this lad’s habits, that after all the 


waiters are in bed, he brings up 
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the affairs of the house, arranges for 
next day, writes political articles for 
the Gazette de Lucern, of which he 

is Editor - and besides, has leisure for 
general reading, especially politics, po- 
-litical economy, general history, langu- 
-ages & “all that sort of thing”! From 
constitution he only requires 3 hours of 
sleep & the only inconvenience he feels 
from non-indulgence in sleep is a 

great heaviness over the eyes, as if 
proceeding from fullness of blood. 

This lad gave us much useful 
information in travelling, & cut us out 
our six days tour from that day, telling 
us what was really worth seeing, what 


to avoid, the best inns &c &c 


29th August. Wednesday. Started 

early but found it had rained pretty 
smartly - so breakfasted, and sallied forth 
to see the lions. Lucern is a beauti- 


-fully lying place, and the Canton is 
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one of the most fertile, & the third in point 
of rank in Switzerland, containing 96,000 in- 
-habitants, who are Roman Catholics. The 
lake is known by the name of Lucern 

and Neir Waldstatten-see, and is 9 leagues 
long, and 4 or 5 leagues broad, being ex- 
-tremely deep, in many places 600 feet. 

In point of comparison one can hardly 

put it in competition with any of the 

other lakes, its shores are so bold and 
remarkable, having at its margins the 
Rigi, Mt Pilatus, Titlis, Brunig & other 
stupendous mountains. There are no 

such vineyards, villas, or towns on its 
banks, but its scenery is bold, imposing, 

& often majestic - in many places most 
romantic. This lake is subject to 

the most violent storms, which frequent- 
-ly come down most unexpectedly 

from between the immense moun- 

-tains which surround it, and sweep 

all before them. Altho' the day 


was calm when we left Lucern 
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there was a perceptible swell, and I 
observed that the boatmen carefully kept 
under shelter of the precipice which ran 
along on our right hand, & it cost 

them a hard pull to weather the 

cape which we had to pass. Many 
travellers will on no account trust 

its treacherous waves, owing to the bad 
and perhaps exaggerated report which prevail. 
There are few curiosities to be seen 

in Lucern, excepting the walls & towers 

of the town, which erected in the 

14th century - in the wine market 

is a curious fountain dated 1481. The 
Cathedral is poor, but there are several 
private collections of pictures, of no great 
merit, which we did not think it 

worth while to spend a day in ferreting 
out. The bridges are curious, being covered 
& adorned with paintings. The Mill bridge 
has a dance of death, that of Kappell is 
1,000 feet long & has 200 pictures of Swiss 
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achievements, & the bridge de la Cour is 
1380 feet long leading to the cathedral &c 
having scriptural pieces. They are built of 
wood erected on piles. 

The chief lion is the Lion of 

Thorwaldson, bearing the inscription “Hel- 
-vetiorum Fidei ac Virtuti” &c, it 

is cut out of a solid face of rock, as if 

lying in a grotto in a couchant form 

& is 44 feet long by 28 feet high and was 
executed by a sculptor of Constance called 
Ahorn, from a plaster model sent 

from Rome by Thorwaldson. The origi- 
-nal model, of which the sculpture is 

a most faithful copy, is preserved in 

a building at hand, where an old sol- 

-dier sells engravings & casts of the lion of various 
sizes, with Swiss costumes, scenery &c. 
Every stranger shd. visit this sight. 

Having hired a cab to take 


us to Winkel, at the extremity of one 
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of the numerous arms of this curiously 
formed lake, to save a very long, 
uninteresting and dangerous sail, we departed from 
Lucern with the benedictions of our 
learned waiter, & his papa, and em- 
-barked at Winkel, the sail from there 

to Alpnach is extremely grand, having 
immense crags on the right with Rigi, 
Pilatus &c &c in full view, and nu- 
-merous snow mountains & glaciers in 
the fore ground. At Alpnach we 

dined at the Whiterhouse, kept by one of 
the jolliest old cocks I ever met. He 

was quite of the old school, rubbed his 
hands & chuckled when we seemed 
pleased, and tho' he professed to speak 
French, it was only a word or two, with 
the most perfect & amicable ignorance 
of every word said to him! His wife 

also was quite a feast - but, un- 


-happily, also they talked incessantly 
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in the highest delight, we were as pro- 
-foundly at a loss to construe a single 
syllable of their lingo! It wd. have been 
an admirable scene for a third party 

-for both landlord & guests were constantly 
talking, & extremely delighted with each 
other, & at same time evidently total- 

-ly in the clouds as to each others 
meaning, except in the important mat- 
-ter of meat & drink, which was a 
common topic discussible by signals 

& monosyllable. Dinner finished, we 
hired our host’s best cab, which he un- 
-dertook shd. set us down in good 

time at Lungern, preparatory to our 
crossing the Brunig next day. 

Taking leave of our host & hostess, 

we departed highly satisfied with our 
reception at Alpnach, and after 

a long ride touched at the town of 


Sarnen, which is no great shakes. 
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It gave us such pleasure that we 

took our own counsel in dining at 
Alpnach instead of walking onward 

& feeding at Sarnen, for we had double 
pleasure & saved ourselves an useless 
trot for we afterwards found that the 
gents at Sarnen wd. have charged us 

as much for a car as from Alp- 

-nach. 

The road from Sarnen is pro- 

-verbially beautiful, along the Valley 
of Sarnen, of which I had previously seen 
a very good panorama. The view is 
charming, as well as romantic, having 
Pilatus on the Northwest & Misiberg 
on the North west, and the Brunig in 
front, but no glaciers are visible from 
this station. The effect is exceedingly 
tranquillizing, & the whole conveys 
the idea (as in reality the place is) 


of a rich pastoral district. 
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We reached our destination about 
sunset, having walked a considerable 
way up in the mountainous ascent, Lun- 
-gern is situated at the extremity of 

the Lungern-see, a lake of one league 

in length, which we passed on our road. 
The valley of Lungern is romantic, and 
pleasantly situated. 

Here we met an English lady & 
Gentleman who had crossed the Brunig 
and arrived at the Soleil shortly 

before us. They recounted their tra- 
-vels, & we spent an agreeable 

evening tho’ our male traveller was 

one of those supercilious purseproud 
fools, too many of whom are to 

be found on the Continent, & give 

to foreigners a bad impression of 

our nation. The lady made am- 

-ends for his nonsense - & we 


had learnt to take fools as we 
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found them, & only be careful to 

make the most of a bad bargain. 
Following the adage, that it is better 

to fleech than to fight with a fool, we 
drew him out by ministering as 

little to his foibles, and being a well 
informed man, he became at length 
very good company, with the aid of 
his daughter, who was alike pretty & 
clever as well as accomplished. We did 


not ask their names of the landlord. 


30th August, Thursday. Rose about 

5, having passed an uncomfortable night 
with no small suspicion of vermin 
having been our companions - but 

our musquito-drawers prevented 

our being bitten. A few blemishes 

were visible on our hands. Our 

English friends came down stairs with 
dismal complaints to the same effect, 


and of the beds being a foot or two 
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too short, which was the principal oc- 
-casion of my discomfort - for unless 

I had had the power of doubling my- 
-self, like an old boot-jack, Ihad 

no chance of the bed containing me. 
After trying the opposite corners I found my 
feet out at one end & my head over 

the top six inches - in which 
interesting position I had to make 

the best of my nest I could. 

Damp sheets did not much 

add to our comfort - for at any 

time the very idea of them keeps 

me awake for some hours, with 

divers shifts to ward off the bad 
consequences, such as popping off 

the sheets, turning in between the blan- 
-kets, after putting on part of my 


cloathes &c. 
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After parting with our 

English friends, we started with poles in 
hand to cross the Brunig, which is 

one of the highest practicable roads 

in Switzerland, as it rises to the height 
of 3579 feet by a pretty rapid ascent. 
Luckily we got a stout lad as a guide 
who served as a mule for our baggage, 
which was no small relief - for the 

day was extremely hot, which frequently 
happens after a thunder storm or 
hurricane. I omitted to mention 

that about an hour after sunset 

there suddenly arose a tremendous 
wind, which was instantly succeeded 
by thunder, lightning and rain, tho' the 
night previously was clear & starry. 

The direction from which the wind 
blew gave name to the orage 

the "Bes" - a cold raw wind, still 
sharper than our east winds in 
Edinburgh, which often blows with the force 


of a hurricane. A great deal of 
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rain fell, and a considerable quantity 
was forced by the high wind into our 
parlour. The Bis ceased as suddenly 

as it commenced, & all was calm. 

not a cloud was to be seen, & the stars 
again shone forth in splendor. Opposite 
to the Inn (on the other side of the lake 
is a pretty good waterfall, which is 

finer & higher than many which are regularly [illegible] off 
by tourists. We did not enquire its name. 
This mountain separates the 

Cantons of Unterwald & Berne and the 
high-road leads to Meyringen & Bri- 
-entz, both of which we visited. 

The Weilerhorn rises 4,545 above 

The Lake of Lucern or 5,895 above 

the sea, and forms a beautiful object. 
From the summit, there is a splendid 
view of the vale of Meyringen, with 

all the stupendous mountains of 


Untervald, and many of the 
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still higher glaciers of Oberland. 

Leaving Meyringen to our left, we 
stretched forward towards the Lake 

of Brientz, and after a brisk walk 

we reached the village of Brientz. 

During the whole of this trip, we did 

not halt or take refreshments - but 

on our arrival, we ordered dinner, and 
took boat to cross over to the justly 
celebrated Fall of the Geisbach. 

The lake of Brientz is three leagues 

in length, and half a league in breadth, 
and lies in a straight line from the North-East 
to South East, & is in some places 500 
feet deep. I have always remarked 

that the deepest lakes are those which 
are surrounded by the loftiest moun- 
-tains, & this holds equally in all 
countries. it receives the rivers Aar 

& the Lutschine besides numerous tor- 
-rents. The mountains which spring from 
& near its (Southern) banks are the Faulhorn & Schwarz 


-horn 8,020 feet high on the North 
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is Hohgaut (6834 ft) and 

numerous others of the Oberland moun- 
-tains. 

The sail to the fall of Greisbach 

is equally pleasant and romantic. 

After landing under a precipitous rock, 
the traveller ascends by rude steps, and 
after a good deal of clambering arrived at 
the first station, where there is a splendid 
view of the cascade. There are various 
other stations - for this beautiful cascade 
forms a succession of water-falls, all 

of great excellence. These falls proceed 
from the Schwarzhorn on the Southern 
side of the lake. 

Much gratified by the sight, we 

returned to Brientz and dined - but 

the day being so delightful we wished 

to make the most of it by going on- 
-ward to Meyringen. For this pur- 


-pose we hired a car, (char-a-banc) & set forth 
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in martial order with our poles or 
spears strapped over the top of the car- 
-riage. The road from Brientz to 

this place is three Swiss leagues, and 

is very interesting. The river Aar runs 
near the road, and on either hand 

are ranges of the most magnificent 
mountains. In the course of this ride 
we saw at least 8 or 10 waterfalls, 
many of them very high. One especi- 
-ally, was literally lost in foam or 
smoke down the immense precipice 
from which it fell. The name I do 

not now recollect but believe it to be 
the Wandlbach. The mountains on 

the right, left & front of this road are 

of the most stupendous description and 
the narrowness of the vale, contrasted 
with these immense masses, gives to 
the whole a singular interest. Taking 

it altogether, it is perhaps the most stri- 


-king valley in Switzerland. 
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Our fatigues being somewhat abated 
by the long rest we had got during din- 
-ner, and our drive to Meyringen, we 
procured a guide as soon as we reached 
the Inn at this village, and set off 

to see the superb Fall of the Reichen- 
bach, which, altho’ portions of it 

are seen from various roads, re- 

-quires to be specially visited - and 
tho' the access is rather troublesome, 

is not 2 miles distant from the Inn. 

We were very highly gratified by 

our visit to this fall, which along 

with the Geisbach excelled all these 

we saw in Switzerland - for the far- 
-famed Staubbach is a mere humbug 
being a paltry rivulet falling over 

a rock of 900 feet, but the quantity 

of water is so scanty as to resemble 


a succession of buckets of water 
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thrown over the sides of a high wall. Tho’ it may be 
grand in Spring, at the breaking up 

of a storm (which I do not dispute) that 
is a sight which few or no travellers 
can witness without wintering at Lau- 
-terbrunen - & that wd. be paying 

dear indeed for a peep! 

The Richenbach, like many of the 
Swiss falls, is unfortunately divided by 
the inequality of the ground over which 
it falls. In many instances these in- 
-equalities have evidently arisen from 
the torrents, which have by degrees 
thrown down the looser rocks, and 
these in their turn, on a repetition of 
winter floods, have altered the surface. 
Be this as it may, the upper fall of 

the Reichenbach is 200 feet high, & dis- 
-charges a considerable body of water 
which makes a most stunning noise 
The spray rises with such violence as 


to wet one thoroughly who does not 
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Avail himself of shelter afforded by 

a hall erected for the accommodation of 
visitors, where cuttings in wood are 
sold as souveniers of the place, as is 
usual in almost all the shew stations 

in Switzerland. We purchased some 

of these articles, in memory of the event- 
-ful tour. These carvings are executed 
by the peasantry with very simple 

tools, & appear to form a pretty exten- 
-sive article of commerce. They consist 
of handsome vases, goblets, work-boxes, 
sallad-spoons &c, of which we regretted 
we cd. not take specimens, owing to our 
having only our haversacks, which 

we already carried on our shoulders, and which 
were already stuffed to the utmost. 
There are numerous engravings 

And paintings of these falls, which, in 
common with those of the others, 

are more or less striking according 


to the points of view in which 
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the traveller has seen them - for many 
of the falls look very different from va- 
-rious stations, when the foreground is 
materially altered. We made a point, 
on all such occasions, to ferret out every 
station at all likely to afford a new 
situation or improve the scene. 

After satiating our curiosity to the 

full, we returned to our Inn, heartily 
fatigued with our excursion, which 
was one of the hardest days work we 
had. - there are no less than 36 

most of which we saw - some of them 
being beautiful & many falling from a 


considerable height. 


Passage of the Scheidegg} 


Aug. 31st Friday. Having engaged 

an experienced guide to accompany us 
in our ascent & passage of the Scheidegg 
and Wengen - Alps, we departed about 


7 o'clock, after making a hearty breakfast 
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It may be proper to mention that in all 
mountain-passes in Switzerland, the brid- 
-le and foot paths are generally differ- 
-ent, the latter passing over steeper & 
more difficult ground - & this especially 
holds in the passage of these mountains. 
The foot-path leads close to the 
Richenbach, of which we had a parting 
view, & sat down at the top of the 

first ascent to breathe ourselves & 

enjoy a sight of the entire vale of 
Meyringen & the lofty mountains around 
it, which every hundred paces began 

to increase in number & magnitude. 

We then refined our arduous route 

& occasionally applied to the numerous 
springs, which happily are to be found 

to refresh the wayworn traveller. 

I had nearly omitted to state that 

in this district there is a curious perio- 


-dical and intermittent spring, called 
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Wunderbrunn (ie le Fontaine de mer- 
-veille or “the Wonderful Spring”) which begins 
to run in Spring & ceases in Autumn. 
During the summer it regularly flows from 
8am till 4pm - and at other hours 

is quite dry. 

The route from Meyringen to Grin- 
-delwald which we took is 7 leagues 

and altho’ the ascent is precipitous and 
extremely fatiguing, is often passed, even 
by ladies on horseback, each having a 
guide at their bridles. The first splendid 
view is that of the vale of Hasli, from 

the height called the Zwirgi, which 

is singularly striking. The road leads be- 
-tween Burghorn, Engelhorn, € Mittaghorn, 
the second of which is 8769 ft high. Near 
to the Alp of Rosenlaui is an auberge 

with baths, which are frequented during 
the summer by those who are sent to 

these mountains for a course of the 


petit lait (goat’s milk &c) a favorite 
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prescription for consumptive & asthmatic 
patients. Near this, we had our first 

near view of a glacier, & from that 

time we never lost sight of a series of 
glaciers until we had left the Jungfrau 

&c behind us. Here we did not stop 

to rest, as travellers always do, preferring 
to compleat our whole ascent & rest at 
the chalet on the very summit, where 
milk & bread can be had. The day 

was scorching - & tho’ we were at the 
foot of the glaciers & above the region 

of snow, we had to walk with our coats 
under our arms, so great was the heat. 
Here our poles were of [illegible] service, 
and I feel advised that without them 

the muscles of the thigh & lower limbs 
wd. have been so strained as to lay 

us up for some days, as frequently 
happens even to those of a light frame 


which neither of us cd. boast of. 
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Passing the Wellhorn (9496 ft) the Wetter- 
-horn (11,453 ft.) & the glacier of Schwarz- 
-wald we at length reached the long wished- 
-for chalet, where we partook of lots of 
milk and brandy, for by bad luck 

our flask had leaked by the way, leaving 
not a drop behind. The cold experi- 
-enced here with shut doors & our coats 
thrown on was considerable, for tho’ 
shortest pause insured a cold draught 

of air from the glaciers, which we now 
got at the summit, “neat as imported” 
Fearing some rhumatic attack, we 

were glad to hurry off & before we were 
half-rested, we again “took to the bent” 
-but much to our delight an idiot 

lad brought out a piece of “ordnance” 

& fired it for a few pence. The echo 
among the rocks was most imposing 

but I did count the number of 


reverberations. A 6 pounder fired here 
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wd. indeed be worth hearing! Even the 
little pop gun of our idiot (about a % pounder) roared like 
thunder. But a greater feast was in 

store for us! The head shepherd as is usu- 
-al in these parts, was a proficient in 

the stockhorn, an immense instrument 
above 6 or 7 feet in length, which is heard 
more than a league in any weather 

but in still evenings on the hills, which 
are most adapted for conveying sounds, 
itis heard several leagues off. On 

the brow of an eminence immediately 
under the cliff of one of the mountains 
like Eiger (12,216 feet in height) 

he played several bars, one by one, of 
some of the “ranz de vaches” which 
were repeated by at least a dozen 

echos, and gradually died away in the 
most exquisite & silvery nuance I cd. 
have imagined. We detained him 

for about a quarter of an hour, asking 


him to vary the sounds from the 
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deepest bass to the highest note of which 
his instrument was capable - and 


the effect was indescribably fine. 


In this stupendous region we passed 
the Great & Little Eiger (12,268) the Vais- 
-cherhornen & Schreckhorn (12,500) 

the Monk (12,666) and the Finster- 
-Aarhorn (13,234) which is the highest 
mountain in Switzerland. One can 

form no adequate idea of the enormous 
heights éz sizes of these gigantic masses 
stationed so near them é viewing them 
from a height of 6,284 feet, being the 
elevation on which we then stood! 

The glaciers of Grindelwald were then 
lying beneath us in all their splendour, 
with the sun striking on their sides 

& on the summits of all the moun- 
-tains within view, embracing some 

of the loftiest pinnacles of the 
Continent of Europe. The sensation was 


inexpressively grand and ennobling - 
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for no one can form an adequate conception of such 
a scene, who has not actually been placed 

in the situation. 

One of the mountains in the district 

is sometimes ascended by strangers the Faul- 
-horn 8,020 feet high. The view, as des- 
-cribed by some of our friends who had 
ascended, is extended & magnificent beyond 
description - but the effect is the reverse 

of that experienced on the Rigi, where a 
great extent of fertile & cultivated country 
lies almost all around, excepting on 

one side, the glaciers being generally at 

a great distance. Here, on the contrary, 

all the lofty mountains & glaciers are 

seen in the foreground, with nothing but 

a few narrow valleys to vary the 

scene, and a few of these are discernable. 
Descending to the edges of the Grindel- 
-wald & dined before a party of Ger- 


-mans, who set off from Mey 


ad (buh من‎ o a. 
EE 5 ES gin ba سه‎ Oue, 


7 > tr ur B 
^ dae. RR to del | 


os cartón WA zu 
7» zalal u Jn cal 


rd u a Arie cts lo our” 


LADY ع مق ُلمُګسما‎ tintes 
cack, while ART taras Y 


Gë, ig half om 


3 ^ ويد‎ if 一 大 T 17 ^ L4. 
uris- وسک‎ iC E ou fe f : 


149 


-ringen before us (two ladies € a Gentleman) 
accompanied by four guides - viz one 

for each horse, and the fourth as cicerone 
in these parts - had arrived. This 

was absolutely flattering to our pedes- 
-trian powers - but indeed we did 

the thing an hour earlier than the 

guide said was usual or practicable for us! 
He was a splendid walker - an old soldier. 
Luckily, we found hot & cold baths 
advertised in a house close to our 

hotel, & immediately ordered one to be 
got ready for each, while dinner was 
making for us. In about half an 

hour we were in a wooden shed, having 
in each a small vat, like one of 

our fixed washing tubs at home, which 
difficulty they cd. get filled with 

water nearly luke-warm! The floors 


were earthen & the temperature of the 
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internal atmosphere about 45° being 
nearly on the same level with the glaciers 
of Grindelwald, which lie only from 50 
to 100 feet higher than the village, which 
Is 3150 feet above the level of the sea! 
This was indeed a cooler for us, seeing 
that our cloathes were perfectly wet with 
perspiration, from our great exertions. 
Having taken a change of cloathes to 

the bath € thoroughly washed & dry-rubbed ourselves we 
returned to our hotel quite 

refreshed. Nothing is more grateful 

than a bath, of any kind, after a long 
march - & especially a change of linen 

& stockings, with easy slippers. 

We had every reason to be satis- 

-fied with our guide who was named 
Melchior - a remarkably 

civil fellow, who fortunately spoke a 
little French, & knew as much of the 


mountain history as made him 


Ld. 1 


151 


(with the assistance of our guide books) 
useful & agreeable. The charges of these 
guides is regulated by Tariffes throughout 
the various Cantons, where the general 
rate is 5 French francs per day, out of 
which sum he has to feed himself. The 
expense of horses is also fixed which is 
more unreasonable - for with each horse 
you must have a guide or garcon - 

& if the party has luggage another horse or 
sumpter-mule & guide must be hired. 

No doubt, poor fellows, their harvest is 
very short - & their final earnings must 
suffice for the rest of the year, until tra- 
-vellers once more stir abroad. This has 
been an unfortunate season for them - for 
they seem chiefly to depend on the English. 
On all occasions, whether you hire horses 
or guides, & fix a price, they demand 

and expect "drunk-gueld" (quelque chose 
a boire - or bonne-main, as it is also 
termed) over & above for good conduct, 


which exaction is often very annoying 
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to strangers who count the cost of their tra- 
-vels, and believe all to be included. This 
we found even holds in Paris, where every 
lad who brings home shoes, cloathes, or other 
goods, asks his bonne - apparently from 
the understanding that they are serving the 
buyer, who ought to have taken away his 
bargain along with him! I can see no 

other cause for the custom. 

We passed a very agreeable evening 

here in our own room. One of the 

sets of glee singers came to the Inn, con- 
-sisting of females, who sang Ranz des 
Vaches &c - some of them slow, others very 
like Scotch reels & Strathspeys. Their 
execution was singularly correct in 

point of harmony, and the effect very 
agreeable. They were all very well looked 
and we noticed that all the servants 

of this Inn (contrary to the usual 

customs) were females, & all more 


or less pretty. 


Passage of the 153 Sept 1st 
Wengern Alps} 


1 Septr. Saturday. Rose betines 

and breakfasted, having trysted our guide 
to be ready to start at or before 7, so as to 
avail ourselves of the shade in crossing 
the first ascent leading to the Wengern 
Alps, which is very abrupt and fa- 
-tiguing, and continues for 5 leagues 

of ascent & descent, until the traveller 
reaches Lauterbrumn. 

This route is perhaps the most 

rugged é romantic, as it is certainly the 
most difficult and fatiguing in Switzer- 
-land - for the ascent & descent are alike 
abrupt, & rapid in the extreme. Leaving 
our beautiful Inn, we crossed the 

valley of Grindelwald & the streams 
which rush from the glaciers & 
mountains which surround them - 
ascended the shoulder of the Wengern Alp, 
having to our left the stupendous moun- 


-tains of Mettenberg, the Schreckhorn, 
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(12,560 feet) Eiger (12,268) the Jungfrau 
(12,872 ft) and the Finster-Aarhorn, the 
Prince of the Swiss range (13, 234) 

The grandeur of the mountain 

scenery which we enjoyed in this walk 
far exceeded all I could have imagined. 
Both today & yesterday we were so for- 
-tunate as to see & hear a considerable 
number of avalanches, which thun- 
-dered down the sides of these lofty 
mountains. I particularly observed that, 
in every instance, the avalanche, after 
descending some hundred yards, was at 
length dashed into particles so small as 
(at the distance from which we viewed 
them) to be reduced into powder fine 
as smoke, which, but for the tremen- 
-dous crashes, it much resembled. 

The most destructive avalanches are 
Those pieces of ice which are disen- 


-tangled from near the edges of preci 
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-pieces which overhang a valley, into which 
they fall without having any inter- 

-posing body to break their force. The 
higher avalanches are comparatively harm- 
-less, for they generally dash from cliff 

to cliff, until they crumble into dust, 

or fall into one of the high valleys of 

ice - but they often in their turn, by 

their immense weight & the force with 
which they are projected, detach pro- 
-digious masses of ice situated nearest 

the edges of cliffs which are hurled at 

once into the valleys, and often bury 

Or crush houses & even villages in 


Their headlong course. 


The heat we endured today was 

greater than l ever felt - & but for the 
singular rarity of the air, I believe we 

wd. have been half suffocated. Our cloathes 
were as wet as if dipped in hot water, 

at least as much as had we been ex- 


-posed to the actions of a vapour - bath 
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heated to 120 °. Several times I required to 
stop in the ascent from increased action in 
the heart, the palpitation being very frequent 
on the smallest exertion. I felt this much 
more than George who was merely sensible of difficulty 
in breathing. When near the chalet at the summit 
I was the first to perceive a hazy appear- 
-ance, and a small cloud of a watery colour 
which I remarked to the guide boded no 
good for our descent - but he said it was 
heat. - I stuck to my point, having more 

skill of the weather in mountainous situ- 
-ations than in valleys. At length our 
arduous ascent was completed - and we 
chose to take milk at the uppermost 

station, tho' the place was much colder 

than one some hundred yards farther 

down. Here we swallowed a quantity 

of milk and cream with some [illegible] 

sour & some Crown bread, which we were 
right glad to devour but no eau de 

vie was to be had - & as we almost 

instantly chilled in our wet gar- 


-ments, I moved to progress, as 
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the rain already began to drizzle - and 
the mist to gather over the vale of 
Lauterbrunnen. Nearly opposite 

The Monk, Eiger and Jungfrau, at the.summit of this stupendous ascent 
(we were then standing on ground 
6,284 feet high!) a pretty large cannon 
was fired off, and the effect was 
grand in the extreme, the report being 
reflected from I know not how many 
echo's.- no traveller would grudge 

2 or 3 francs to hear the report of a 
carronade or piece of much larger 
calibre than the shepherds can afford 
to keep - the effect wd. be sublime 

& I doubt not but in many instances, 
the concussing of the atmosphere 
would be followed by the fall of 

one or more large avalanches. - 
However, we saw quite enough 

to satisfy our minds of the nature 

& consequences of these powerful 


agents. 
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We had here for the first time to unfurl 
our sails, much to our guide’s discomfiture, 
who seemed alike grieved that he had not 
prognosticated aright & that his vocation 
was likely to be interrupted for some time 
-for up to that date they had had about 
two months continued drought - & it is 
remarked that when the weather does 
break in the mountainous regions after 

a long break of dry weather it does so 
with a vengeance. By the time 

we had reached the more favoured cha- 
-let, we found several parties in doleful 
plight, with horses & guides dripping wet, 
awaiting their patients resolving to go on. 
We then pulled forth our oil-skin cloaks 
with which we had provided ourselves 

in Zurich against a rainy day - and 

were the envy of the entire caravan, 

when we had put on our oil-skin 


covers over our capes, & hoisted 
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our parapluies. To protect our mutual 
baggage & to preserve my balance “going 
adown the nasty steep", I gave mine 

to our guide who was luggage bearer 
and then strode forth to buffet the 
storm with pole in hand & cloak on 
shoulder. But vain are all such 

helps, when the rain descends & the 
winds beat on the face of a craggy & 
precipitous mountain! For we had far- 
-ther to descend than we had formerly 
ascended, in regard that Lauterbrunnen 
stands 2450 ft., while Grindenwald is 
3150 feet high. Suffice it to say 

that by the time we reached the hotel 
we were as sufficiently ducked with 
rain & perspiration as any private 
gentleman needed to wish for - instant 
-ly on entering our rooms, I ordered 
tubs of water & bid adieu to our 


wet cloathes, most of which we 
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left behind us, including our stockings & 
shoes, which were treaded to a paste. 
Such an example of “a regular drench” 

I have seldom witnessed - for, notwith- 
-standing of my oiled cloak, my coat éz vest 
were quite soaked - & I had no 
alternative but to wring them as 

best could, for their paltry charcoal fires 
in the kitchens of such places are only 

fit to burn any habiliments into a 

series of holes, instead of toasting and 
drying them. Thereby hangs a tale! 

On the preceding day, when we reached 
Grindelwald, I give the blanchisseuse 

a shirt & stockings (worsted). They 

were tolerably well wet with the 
exertions of the day, which was most 


scorching - & she was instructed to 
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have them ready by the time we shd. 
start on the following morning. Well - 
next morning she made her appearance, 
& all looking tight & right, I hastily put 
them up in my knapsack, at the mo- 
-ment of starting. After washing & 
"rubbing down" at LauterbrunnenI 
promised myself a feast in putting on 
my nicely new washed & dressed shirt 
& stockings (for I had only one spare pair 
of very thin cotton ones - & fearing cold 
in an evening ride to Interlaken & 
Unterseen) I stretched out my hand 
into the recesses of my haversack 

and drew them forth - when lo! The 
entire heel & halfway up the leg of 

one of them was rizzered and 

roasted to a cinder, leaving edges 
around of blue & yellow burning! 


The other had only half the sole roasted 
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-but as travelling make us acquainted 
with strange companions, so it introdu- 
-ces our feet into rum stockings! I e'en 
rammed them on - & having a spare 
pair of shoes >pretty well wet with the rain< coolly took my shoing 
horn & pulled them on my feet - hot 

& cold together! Unhappily we 

had outwalked calculation, & dinner 
(table d'hote) was not to be ready 

till 5pm The rain descended 

like buckets pouring down - our room 
was cold, without a fire place - & we 
began to get miserably chilled - espe- 
-cially myself, as George had the use 

of his umbrella & had his shoulders 
quite dry. We had both a second pair 
of invincables, in case of need, so 
excepting my damp coat & vest might 
in other circumstances have been 


comfortable. Necessity they say 
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is the mother of invention. With the 
fear of rheumatic attack before my 
eyes, resolved on percussion as a 

cure - so made George baste my 

back & shoulders lustily, which equal- 
-ly animated & heated us both! About 

4 I began to lose patience, went to the 
salle a manger, which was as cool 

as a cucumber - & saw the lad preparing 
The cloth &c for dinner. Garcon, 

said I, pile up a few logs on the 

hearth & fetch me the bellows - & 

by & bye, I had a blazing & comfortable 
fire - but no sooner had I pulled 

a chair at one side, & George one at 

the other, than in bounced one of our 
expatriated Lairds, Mr Home Rigg 

of Morton, his wife & 8 or 10 daughters 


and a son! This was too much 
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for flesh & blood - but then, politeness! 
Of course, assuming an air of gallantry 
& comfort, - tho' I heartily wished them 
all - in their beds, or elsewhere, if 
necessary - we rose & gave Mrs. R. 

our seat, still lingering in the vici- 

-nity to catch such of the rays as 

might escape thro' so many screens 

of petticoats. As we addressed the ladies 
in English, they entered into conversation 
& we got into little knots, so that from 
time to time we cd. sidle a little nearer 
the hearth - and, at last, I fairly 

carried my half of it by a touch 

upon Scotland, which won the day, 

& caused a pathway to be formed 

to admit me next the chief speaker 


-and eloquence was for once granted 
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me, in so far that I kept up the 

fire, until dinner was proclaimed. 
Luckily we had soup & hot dishes, 
so that by the time our cabriolet 
drove up at 6 o'clock we were 
”pretty considerably comfortable” 
Greatly to our delight the party 

we had so outwalked the day before 
arrived in dismal plight, only in 

time for dinner. They recounted their 
misadventures and were struck with 
tenfold admiration when we told 
them we had arrived “nearly three 
hours ago, on foot”. In their journal 
we doubtless flourish as preux che- 
-valiers of the first water - for having 
met them for the first time at Zur- 
-ich, we daily & continually kept in 
advance of their equipage by several 
hours, & were always snugly reposing 


when they came in jaded with 
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their ride. They did not disguise their admi 
-ration, and gave us the most pressing 
invitation to visit them in Vienna, 

as they had now abandoned the 

idea of wintering in Italy. 

Having taken leave of our German 

and Scottish friends, we set out for Inter- 
-laken and [crossed out] Untenseen, under 
a torrent of rain accompanied by 

high wind, which continued till we 

were set down. We had a comfortable 
supper with a bottle of excellent Fron- 
-tignac, and retired to bed less fa- 

-tigued than might have been an- 
-ticipated, after such a rough day’s 

toil - before leaving Lautenbrunnen 

we paid off our guide to whom we 

gave our “cast off” cloathes, lo he 


considered them as a splendid gift. 
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The rizzered stockings w’d not be shared 
as there was “nae wale o sie geir” 

in the mountains! Think of that 

ye daundies & tremble at what you 


may yet come to! 


Stabbauch) 

One circumstance I had nearly o- 
-mitted to note here - the celebrated 
fall of the Stabbauch, which falls 

over a precipice 925 feet high! In say- 
-ing so, it is saying all that can be 

said in its favor - for a [illegible] hum- 
-bug was never trumpetted to a set 

of cockney travellers. The stream which 
is spilt over this rock is not more 

in volume (to appearance) than one 
tossing a stable bucket over the edge 
of a high wall! This paltry rivulet 

is not projected over the rock but 

licks the face of it, it is entirely lost 
before it reaches midway of the foot 
of the rock for some 20 or 30 feet only 


trickles down with moisture. 
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Behold the stupendous Staubbach!!! 

The monstrously exaggerated prints which 
are sported of this fall refer to the 

Spring when the storm breaks up, when 
This & a thousand other falls are grand 
beyond conception - but as well might 
the water of Leith be painted like the 

Tay, or the Thames, as the Stabbauch 

be represented according to the diseased 
fancy of painters, as it ought to be, or 

as it might be, if there was water in 

the brook which supplies it! 

The rocks which face the Stabbauch 

are nearly 1500 to 2000 feet in per- 
-pendicular height - & down the face 

of them, in more places than one, trick- 

-le a few runs little less than the 

vaunted Stabbauch, & which in Spring 
must show tenfold larger than that 
cascade is during summer & possibly visit 


it, as the valley must be inac- 
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cessible for some months during winter, 
being 2450 feet above the level of the 
sea. The Jungfrau and other stupendous 
mountains rise into the skies at the 
extremity of this remarkable valley, 
making the whole a scene of the 


most imposing description. 


Sept'r. 2 Sunday. The morning 

looked promising when we roused our- 
-selves from bed, & the fogs cleared off 

in that even and horizontal line which 
uniformly indicates a fine day, after 

a season of moisture and mist - there 
being no church, excepting Roman Catho- 
-lic, where there is seldom even service, excep- 
-ting on high festivals when Mass is 
performed - (for each one goes into some 
corner in sight of a crucifix or picture 

of some Confessor or Saint & says a certain 
number of Ave Marias, € Paternos- 


-ters, - and then leaves the Church) 
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we were anxious to get forward on our 
tour, so long as the weather held good, in 
case of being storm-stayed in some paltry 
village, sh'd it unfortunately break. 
Unterseen is situated upon the 

rapid river Aar, between the Lakes 

of Thune and Brientz; at the further 
extremity of which last, the rising 

and favorite station Interlaken lies, 

thro’ which we passed last night. It 

is considered one of the healthiest 

spots in Switzerland, and is much 
frequented by consumptive & delicate 
people, who resort to it for the purity 

of the air, the cheapness of living, and 
the petits laits, goats, ewes &c which 

are much prescribed in this country 

for weak or depraved constitutions. 

We breakfasted as early as the 


lazy waiter wd serve it tho’ we 
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had ordered it to be ready before 6, and 
desired our cab to be at the door in 
time for the mail packet, between 

the ferry station, about 3 miles distant, 
and the town of Thune on the Lake of 
Thune. After breakfasting, paying 

our bill, & getting out the cab, they all 
assured us we were in excellent time 
and tho' the driver pegged as fast 

as his horse c'd run, we had the 
mortification to see the packet about 

a mile from the quay! To save a 

day, we had to hire a barge & a pair 
of oars for 12 francs, instead of paying 
2 f. by the packet, which was the 

price fixed by the tariff for a pri- 

-vate boat whether one or six per- 
-sons went by it. The distance is 
nearly 5 leagues, & the watermen re- 
-quire to row all the way, as the 
currents of wind generally blow in 


a straight line along the lake, 
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and in the teeth of of passengers going to Thune. 
Tho’ expensive to us, the price was hardly 
enough earned by the boatmen, who had 
a very tough tug at the oars. By 

the way, in all the Swiss boats the 

men stand when rowing, and push 

the oar from them (instead of, as at 

sea, sitting on benches and hawling in 

the oar towards the chest). They use no 
helins, and their boats are very 

loosely put together with common fir 

half inch planks, not overlaid, or 

even dovetailed. or inserted like floor- 
-ing, but simply laid edge-to-edge! 

They do not pitch or paint them 

but trust to the ribs (which are extreme- 
-ly slender & inartificially fastened) 
holding the planks together & I sup- 
-pose the cause of not pitching 


or painting is to permit the water 
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to swell the wood closely, plank to plank, 
and I noticed that they always kept 

some inches of water in the bottom 
(which is quite flat in all of them) 

and they seldom or never draw them 

up on the beaches, in case of falling 

to pieces thro' the heat of the sun. 

They are built square where the helm 
ought to be, and the prow entirely 
projects out of the water several feet, 
with bars of wood nailed across, as 

on a masor's ladder, when building 

a house, to hold the upper rowers 

feet from slipping & to give him 
"purchase" when he bends forward 

at the oar. The advantage of this 

mode of build is that it enables the 
boatmen to land passengers in water 

of a foot deep, while the extreme shallow 


draught of water enables one man 
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easily to set it afloat with a gentle 

push, while he skips on board with 

a light spring as soon as the fore part 

of the skiff swims. It is astonishing 

that such fragile flat-bottomed punts 

can survive the smallest breeze - for 
every little wave strikes on the broad 

& flat prow, & shakes every plank in the 
boat - as we experienced on the lake of 
Zug and Lucern - on both of which there 
was a swell. They instantly run their 
boat under the shelter of the high grounds, 
& avoid much of this shattering - but, 
on turning the numerous points, there 

is evident danger of the bark going to 
pieces, or being swamped. 

The Lake of Thune is very full 

of fish, and the sail in a fine day is 

very agreeable. In that point of view 

we were very fortunate, as the mist 


entirely cleared off by the time we 
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had been an hour on the water. The sides 
where the ground becomes flat are pretty 
well cultivated, & we passed numerous 
villages & parish churches, which abound 
on both sides. There are very high moun- 
-tains to the Southward é many picturesque 
views in the course of the sail - but the 
richest is when one approaches the castle 

of Schadau, near the town; after which 

the whole slopes are covered with vines 

& numerous villas, some of them very 

neat and costly. 

When we reached Thune, the villagers 

in their Sunday dresses were all coming from 
Church, and we saw a great variety of new 
costumes. - | Many of the females were good 
looking, which is the characteristic of the 
Canton, & especially of the Town of Bern. We 
resolved on going to the Table d'hote, rather 
than take a late dinner, so as we might 
proceed to Bern either by the Diligence, 

or by a hired cabriolet before dark - 

But previously, we set forth & had the 
pleasure of leisurely enjoying the 


splendid views which are to be seen 
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from the castle, and from the back of the parish 
church, both of which stand on very elevated 
ground. The prospect is extremely extended, 
and afforded us much pleasure. - from 

that station, we went to the high vineyards 
on the banks of the lake, & had another 

& very delightful view of the lake, town, 

& surrounding country. On our return, 

we bespoke a cabriolet to Bern, which is 
about 6 leagues distant, as we found that 
the diligence set off too late to see the 
country to advantage - and having dined, 
found our voiturier cap-in-hand at 

the door, in readiness to start. We 

were much pleased with our drive, 

which was done in good stile by the old 
fellow, so as to set us down in Berne 

before sun-set - whereas the diligence 

did not arrive till between 9 + 10 at 

night. 

There is nothing worthy of being 


noted on this route, excepting the num- 
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-bers of peasantry we found strolling on the 
roads after even-song. It reminded me 

much of what I had often observed in Scot- 
-land - the women kept together in a body talking & 
laughing, & the young men followed at a dis- 
-tance of from 50 to 100 yards. Any 

sweet hearting was achieved by the lady 
going some near cut thro' the fields, & "all 
by accident" some one of the lads lagged 
behind his company, & stole thro' thro' by the 
same path. I noticed this in several dis- 
-tricts, but in none so much as in the 

Canton of Bern. The better class of farmers 
drove their wives & bairns in all kinds of 
vehicles, from cabs to farm-carts, well 
packed - but we supposed these to reside 

at considerable distances, as many very 

well dressed people walked. On many 

parts of the road, especially as we neared 
Bern, we noticed numerous tea-gardens 
open, & parties of all ranks sipping coffee, 
Tea, eau sucres &c - the gents smoking pipes 


& cigars, while their fair companions waited 
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with what patience they cd. muster, till 
their lords had concluded their solemn and 
silent pastime. If one might judge from 
hasty glances, there seems to be no great 
gallantry in these parts towards the fair 
sex, who during the week are worked 
harder than horses, in the meanest and 
most fatiguing field-labours - and on 
holidays & Sundays must sit quietly 

by till their more-favoured husbands &c 
sit & sot & smoke their fill. In none 

of our British countries is such service exacted from 
females as we saw all over the con- 

-tinent, where the most severe & depra- 
-ding work is done by women. Except 
ploughing & harrowing, the women do all; 
they reap, bind, thrash, & stack the 

grain (excepting where the scythe is 

used for cutting it down) they dig, 

hoe, plant, weed, carry & spread dung 

&c &c. But this in passing - it 


shows what women can do! 
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On reaching Berne, we had the luck 

To have the last apartment in the 
Falcon, which is the best hotel in the 
capital of Switzerland, where thankful 
and excellent service may be depended 
on. We fortunately had a good room 

& I believe no fewer than 150 beds were 
made down in the house, besides other 
out of doors. As soon as we had 

packed up our things, we sallied 

forth to the battlements, and the terrace 
behind the Cathedral-church, from which 
last one of the most enchanting views 
of the Grindelwald & other Alps &c &c. 
is to be had. The sun was just 

about setting, with a glorious tint 

over the whole sky! A few very 

light & fleecy clouds floated near the 
horizon, and, as if in realization of 


some of Martin’s fairy dreams, the 
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snowy glaciers reared their lofty crests 
thousands of feet above. Until the 

eye gets accustomed to the sight, one 
can scarcely credit the evidence of the 
senses, so unreal does the whole scene 
appear. The last rays of the setting 
sun struck on the Jungfrau, the 

Monk, the Eiger, the Wetterhorn 

& the whole train of gigantic moun- 
-tains & glaciers of that stupendous 
range and apparently, every few mi. 
-nutes added fresh novelty & wonder 
to the glories of the scene. It fairly 

set - and then the moon & stars shone 
forth from one of the brightest and 
bluest skies I ever saw still leaving the 
mountains perfectly visible - if 
possible, with even a sharper out- 
-line! It far surpassed every 


thing of the kind I had hitherto 
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seen - and was only equalled by some 

of the views of Mont Blanc, which I 
afterwards dwelt upon with so much 
delight. No description can con- 

-vey an adequate idea of such a 

scene. It is in nature quite unique 

-& no words can afford to one who 

has not been in the same situation 

even a faint impression of such a 
majestic and sublime sight. 

I may here note that the terrace 

where we stood is situated immediately 
behind the cathedral, which (somewhat 
like Edinburgh Castle) overhangs the 
river & valley beneath, I shd. suppose 
from 250 to 300 feet. The whole 

Town of Berne indeed is built on the same 
rock, which gives it a most im- 

-posing appearance - and every at- 
-tention has been bestowed in improving 


the naturally commanding situation 
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of the Town and affording public walks, 
promenades & points of view for the 

health & pleasure of its inhabitants. 

This terrace is the favourite evening 

promenade of the fashionable inhabitants, who are 
admirers of nature. There were 

a great many strangers present - & 

such was the effect that there was per- 

-fect stillness, only interrupted by a 

buzz of expressions of rapturous de- 

-light. It is well laid out with trees 

and ranges of comfortable seats, for the 

use of which no charge is made, as 

in Paris &c. Ateach corner isa 

handsome octogon tower, one fitted up 

as a card room, the other for ices, jellies 

& refreshments. The intermediate space 

in front of this magnificent terrace is filled up with a handsome 
and secure balustrade, overhanging the 

river & lower town. 


We wandered about this 
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delightful spot and another terrace (at the 
bastion, I think) until the drums beat 

the curfew - when, fatigued with our tra- 
-vels, we betook ourselves to our hotel, 
$ supper, and bed. 

3d Septr. Monday - Indulged ourselves 
with a longer snooze than usual, to 
recruit us - and adjourned to the Salle 

a Manger, where we made a hearty 
breakfast - after which we walked 

forth to take a more regular survey of the 


Town. 


Berne &c 
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